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B Y  B I L L  W O O L F ,  P R E S I D E N T  A N D  F O U N D E R ,  S P A C E  F O R C E  A S S O C I A T I O N

It was a cool day in D.C. on December
20th, 2023. This date marks the third
birthday of the United States Space
Force. General B. Chance Saltzman,
Chief of Space Operations, invited SFA
to sit down and discuss his priorities
and other important initiatives before
the Birthday Celebration Dinner, hosted
by the SFA D.C. Chapter at the
Army/Navy Country Club in Arlington. 

[continued on page 4]

As always, the Saltzman home was decorated
with no less than thirty Christmas trees because
Jennifer Saltzman, CSO Spouse, feels it is
important to celebrate every holiday to the
fullest. Something she likes to joke about
regularly as packing and moving the quantities
of ornaments and decorations around for the
last twenty-six years has always been
interesting. Luckily the Saltzman’s have plenty of
room at their new residence.

Chief of Space Operations Gen. B. Chance
Saltzman renders a salute during his transition
ceremony at Joint Base Andrews, Md., Nov. 2, 2022.  
(U.S. Air Force photo by Andy Morataya)
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General Saltzman has a clear vision of how he will continue the great work accomplished by Gen
Raymond. If you are privileged enough to be part of the Space Force as an active-duty member, civilian,
Guardsman, Reservist or contractor, your CSO is looking for each of you to be emboldened to continue
evolving the new service. 

by Bill Woolf, President and Founder, Space Force Association

Join us in welcoming Danielle Storan, 
 appointed to the SFA Board of Directors in
December, and Dr. Greg Autry, recently
appointed to the SFA Advisory Council. 
Both individuals bring a great deal of
experience and expertise to the Space Force
Association and will help in guiding us toward
our overall mission of supporting a strong U.S.
Space Force .

by Staff Writer
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The Space Force Association (SFA), in December, announced the winners of the first SFA awards program.
The program is designed to recognize the “best of the best” in military space operations and will be an
annual event. Learn more about the winners from each of the categories.

by Rhonda Sheya

To be successful in far-reaching endeavors
and lofty space goals, the U.S. Space Force
needs to leverage partnerships and look to
the international community to build a
global space security cooperation program.

by Chris Mulder, Opinion Contributer

Would I find authentic true, warfighters? Or
perhaps would I simply find a new generation
of professional space operators...physically
and emotionally detached? 
Read Steve's recap of his experience with
SPACE FLAG 23-1

by Steve Anderson

Integrity ISR was proud to help US Armed Forces
Veterans and Active Duty Service members achieve their
professional goals by sponsoring their Space
Professional Certification Tests,” said Danielle Storan,
President and CEO of Integrity ISR and SFA Board of
Director Member.

by Rhonda Sheya

by Staff Writer

This project will enable
educators, space
industry professionals
and USSF personnel to
create their own
S.T.A.R.S. missions with
an accessible suite of
tools, including a fully
voiced AI storyteller
named Luna.

http://ussfa.org/semper-supra-submissions/
https://ussfa.org/


C S O  P R I O R I T I Z E S  A  R E S I L I E N T
R E A D Y  C O M B A T  C R E D I B L E  F O R C E
C O N T .

Being able to sit down with the new CSO is
a tremendous honor. I’ve been privileged to
know the Saltzman’s since our first duty
assignment at Malmstrom AFB back in the
mid 1990’s. To sit down with Gen Saltzman
in his new role and get his perspective on
how he will continue the great work
accomplished by Gen Raymond, the first
CSO, was a true gift. The importance of
telling the USSF story continues to be at the
heart of why SFA exists, so it was refreshing
to hear Gen Saltzman talk about the time he
was on the Joint Space Operations Center
(JSpOC) floor on 11 January 2007 when the
Chinese conducted an anti-satellite missile
test which fundamentally changed the way
the space domain was viewed. It changed
from a benign environment to a warfighting
domain. No different than any of our other
warfighting domains of land, maritime, air
and cyberspace. “I just remember vividly the
feeling that this is a pivot point in the space
community in space operations. And that
we’re going to have to look differently about
how we operate in space from that day on”,
Gen Saltzman said about the event. He goes
on to say about the standup of the USSF,
“Until finally we realized, the threats are bad
enough, our dependencies on space are
strong enough, that we’re going to have to
focus differently, and it made sense to build
the service. And now the United States
Space Force is focused on those threats”.

Gen Saltzman mentioned critical lessons
being learned about the importance of the
space superiority mission using Ukraine as an
example. He stated, “What we’re observing is
the criticality of space in modern warfare.
And you can look at a number of different
lenses, the ability to deny single satellite
capabilities became very obvious. 
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The ability to cyber-attack ground networks
that facilitate space capabilities became
very obvious...and then the commercial
augmentation of space capabilities showed
its merits”.

As a retired space operator, I had always
struggled with understanding how the
feedback loop worked from operations
through acquisition to ensure the right
capabilities are being delivered to
Guardians. When asked about the testing,
tactics and training process, he outlined a
process to ensure operators are connected
with the right concepts to accomplish their
space superiority mission. Then he spoke
about the importance of testing those
concepts to build out the tactics, techniques
and procedures manuals the operators will
use to allow freedom of action in the space
domain, while denying the same freedom to
a potential adversary. Gen Saltzman said,
“You take the operational concept, and you
start to look at the systems you have and
then build the tactics, techniques and
procedures the operators will need to
employ.” He uses the example of moving
satellite communications beams to better
support the terrestrial domains. He also
mentioned the need to “Detect a rendezvous
proximity operation an

“The side that practices the
best, will have an advantage
early in the conflict. And so
that’s what I want to do is
make sure we have the skills
and the experience on day
one of the conflict” 

– Gen Saltzman

https://youtu.be/1_6wEUejbhQ


C S O  P r i o r i t i z e s  a  R e s i l i e n t  R e a d y
C o m b a t  C r e d i b l e  F o r c e  c o n t .

adversary is trying to do in real time” and
then “practice it on a range where you can
control all the inputs”. As a Space Aggressor
it was great to hear him speak about the
need for an opposition force, aggressors, to
help train operators on how to respond to
threats in the space domain. On a side note,
SFA had the opportunity to sit down with
Col Kyle Pumroy, Commander, Delta 11
(Range and Aggressor Mission) to get his
perspective on how to implement the
concepts Gen Saltzman spoke about. 

When asked about Space Force presentation
of forces, Gen Saltzman spoke about the
“legal responsibility to provide forces to all
combatant commands” as the combatant
commander with the unified command plan
(UCP) responsibility to provide space
superiority services to the joint force. He
went on to explain the need to have ready
trained experts at the regional combatant
command levels to provide space superiority
services. Several Space Force Service
Components have been established to
support European Command, Indo-PACOM,
Special Operations Command and Central
Command. Gen Saltzman spoke about the
need to speed decision making by forward
deploying space expertise to each of the
geographic combatant commands to “win
the decision cycle” by pushing “decisions
into the regions”.

In terms of professional development, Gen
Saltzman has a clear vision on how best to
recruit and retain the most skilled Guardians.
He spoke about the partnership with Johns
Hopkins to provide both intermediate and
senior developmental education for the
Space Force as an innovative approach to
doing business because “it’s not your
traditional War College” and “there’s going 
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a lot of other services who will want to send
their people to our war colleges”.

Gen Saltzman provided his priorities for the
Space Force to include resilient ready
combat credible forces, amplifying the
Guardian Spirit and continuing to foster
strategic partnership both with partner and
allied countries and with industry. When
defining what a resilient force looks like he
states, “Technology is not enough. We’re
going to invest in the training, the
experience, the testing, ‘to’ validate
operational concepts” and “when we do
that, we’re going to give pause to any nation
that thinks they can cause us harm in space”.
Amplifying the Guardian Spirit refers to
resources and empowerment. Gen Saltzman
mentions the need to “give them the
resources, empower them to run with their
ideas”. He then discussed the importance of
putting the structures in place to take care
of them and have opportunities that
overshadow the “inconveniences of military
life”. Finally, he spoke about the importance
of partnerships with other services,
combatant commands, allies and
international partners “based on mutual
trust, mutual benefit” that “is not
transactional”. In order to accomplish this,
the CSO plans to “have the right kind of
activities to make sure we get the right kind
of partnerships”.

Chief of Space Operations Gen. B. Chance Saltzman speaks
at the transition ceremony for the chief of space operations
at Joint Base Andrews, Md., Nov. 2, 2022.  (U.S. Air Force
photo by Andy Morataya)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3z-3uESYWJI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3z-3uESYWJI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3z-3uESYWJI&feature=youtu.be


General Saltzman has a clear vision of
how he will continue the great work
accomplished by Gen Raymond. If you are
privileged enough to be part of the Space
Force as an active-duty member, civilian,
Guardsman, Reservist or contractor, your
CSO is looking for each of you to be
emboldened to continue evolving the new
service. 

If you are unable to join the Space Force,
you can still join the Space Force
Association, the only non-profit
organization solely dedicated to the
United States Space Force Guardians and
their families. Space is a domain that will
require assistance from each of the
sectors to ensure freedom of action for
the U.S., partners and allies. While
Jennifer is packing away Christmas
decorations, the Space Force is ready to
execute its mission of organizing, training
and equipping Guardians to conduct
global space operations with Gen
Saltzman as the CSO.

C S O  P r i o r i t i z e s  a  R e s i l i e n t  R e a d y
C o m b a t  C r e d i b l e  F o r c e  c o n t .

Watch SFA's Space Warfighter Talk 
with Gen. Saltzman on the SFA YouTube Channel.

https://ussfa.org/join/
https://youtu.be/1_6wEUejbhQ


B Y   R H O N D A  S H E Y A

The Washington D.C. Chapter of the
Space Force Association (SFA) hosted a
birthday dinner in honor of the third
birthday of the United States newest
military branch, the U.S. Space Force. 

The event was held on December 20th at
the Army Navy Club in Arlington VA. The
festivities included a celebration honoring
Space Force Guardians and their mission
and included special guest General B.
Chance Saltzman, Chief of Space
Operations, United States Space Force,
Bill Woolf (USAF Col. Ret.) founder and
president of the Space Force Association
and many other high ranking military,
political, and industry leaders.
Approximately 150 people attended the
celebration.

D.C. SFA Chapter president, Tim Adam
commented on the event by thanking
those involved. “I am so proud of our DC
Chapter and Board members for pulling
together a spectacular 3rd birthday
celebration!" 

S P A C E  F O R C E  T H I R D  B I R T H D A Y  C E L E B R A T I O N
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Chief of Space Operations Gen. B. Chance Saltzman
celebrates the youngest Guardian in attendance cutting
the cake.

Pictured at the event (L to R):Tim Adam-DC Chapter
President, Bill Woolf-Founder / President of the Space Force
Association, General Chance Saltzman-Chief of Space
Operations and General David Thompson-Vice Chief of
Space Operations

" T H E  I M P O R T A N C E  O F  T H E  R O L E  O F
T H E  U . S .  S P A C E  F O R C E  I N  T H E
S A F E T Y ,  S E C U R I T Y  A N D  W A R F I G H T E R
R E A D I N E S S  O F  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S
C A N N O T  B E  O V E R S T A T E D . "          

When asked about the Space Force
Association commitment to the USSF, Mr.
Woolf remarked, 

"The Space Force Association sole focus is
supporting the mission of the U.S. Space Force,
its Guardians and the partnerships necessary
to achieve space superiority for the United
States, its partners and allies,” he added.

"The attendance of General Saltzman,
General Thompson, and Lt Gen Burt, and,
staff from the Congressional Space Force
Caucus, demonstrate the cohesiveness
and partnerships we have forged to
amplify the Guardian Spirit and advocate
on behalf of the US Space Force. We are
so grateful for our generous sponsors who
enable our ability to execute such an
impressive event," added Adam.

https://ussfa.org/
https://www.spaceforce.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/global-operations-c2-it-pmp/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bill-woolf-0814931/


B Y  S T A F F  W R I T E R

The Space Force Association (SFA), in December, announced the winners of the first SFA awards
program. The program is designed to recognize the “best of the best” in military space operations
and will be an annual event. Individual award categories include Senior Officer of the Year,
Junior Officer of the Year, Senior Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year, Non-Commissioned
Officer of the Year, Junior Enlisted of the Year, Senior Civilian of the Year, Mid-Tier Civilian of
the Year, and Junior Civilian of the Year. Team award categories are Space Operations Crew of
the Year and International Space Operations Crew of the Year. 

Bill Woolf (Col. USAF, ret.), founder and president of the Space Force Association commented on
the award winners, "Congratulations to all of this year’s winners. We are proud of all of our
Guardians. They are all exceptional. The award winners represent the dedication and expertise of
Space Force Guardians, they are the "best of the best". The SFA is dedicated to supporting
Guardians, and recognizing those who are doing exceptional work on behalf of our country's
warfighter efforts is part of that commitment. SFA is the only military organization whose sole
focus is supporting the mission of the United States Space Force, its Guardians, and the
partnerships necessary to achieve and maintain space superiority for the United States, its
partners, and allies."
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Maj. Kenneth M.
Jenkins II is the
Commander of the
73rd Intelligence
Surveillance and
Reconnaissance
Squadron,
Detachment 2 at
Osan Air Base,
Republic of Korea. 

He leads 31 Airmen and Guardians in a
selectively manned, geographically
separated United States Space Force unit,
conducting Space Intelligence, Surveillance,
and Reconnaissance (ISR) in support of six
combatant commands shaping the National
Defense Space Strategy. 

First Lieutenant Benjamin D.
Hagan is the Officer in
Charge of Tactics
Development at the 4th
Electromagnetic Warfare
Squadron. He is responsible
for writing/updating the 3-1
for the Counter
Communication System,
writing tactics improvement

proposals, mission planning/debriefing, and
developing advanced training. Lt Hagan also
leads Joint and Coalition integration efforts
for the unit. While deployed, he commanded
a four-member crew that executed over 4K
hours of non-kinetic support to 23 missions in
support of Operation JUNIPER SHIELD. 

https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/


TSgt Wesley E Bear is
originally from
Cinnaminson, NJ. He
enlisted in the U.S. Air
Force in January of
2011 and transferred
into the U.S. Space
Force in Feb 2021. He
deployed to Al Udeid
AB, Qatar where he 

was vital to executing cyber requirements to
advance the vetting process and aided with
transitioning over 57K personnel through Al
Udeid during Operation ALLIED REFUGE.
Also, he filled as the Squadron
Superintendent and was vital to driving
expansive changes to orbital warfare
training across the USSF.
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Mrs. O’Sullivan serves
as the Assistant
Director of Operations
for the 73rd ISR
Squadron. She steers
world-wide space ISR
leading 228 personnel
and managing $240
million of equipment 

and contracts across four geographically
separated sites. She leverages her 20 years
of service to propel partnerships and forge
operational relationships across Space
Operations Command Deltas and
USSPACECOM to satisfy space intelligence
needs and mission requirements. 

S F A  A n n u a l  A w a r d s  M e e t  T h e  W i n n e r s  c o n t .

Senior Master
Sergeant Hill serves 
as the Senior Enlisted
Leader for the 8th
Combat Training
Squadron, Space
Delta 8, Schriever
SFB, Colorado. The
8th Combat Training
Squadron provides 

qualification, upgrade, currency,
continuation, and advanced training for
Space Delta 8 personnel and ensures the
delta’s orbital warfighters develop and
maintain combat mission-readiness for all
Space Delta 8 weapon systems. The 8 CTS
provides training for four Operational Units
and 226 students per year. SMSgt Hill
provides leadership and guidance to the
officer and enlisted forces of the 8 CTS
while serving as an advisor to the unit
commander on issues regarding readiness,
training, and morale. 

Senior Airman Hanna Tolfo is an Intelligence,
Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR)
Trainer for 71st ISR Squadron, Detachment 4
at Buckley Space Force Base, Colorado. She
is responsible for instructing intelligence
professionals within three Deltas and other
units that support the Space-Based Infrared
Systems satellite constellations and ground-
based radar network. She conducts mission
planning and intelligence support for the
USSF’s $34 billion missile warning network. 

https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/


Ms. Nadia ReyesCruz is an Air Force veteran,
assigned to the 319 Combat Training
Squadron as a unit Resource Advisor. She is
a highly qualified, results-oriented individual
with leadership experience in business
administration, finances, quality assurance,
and military training. Ms. ReyesCruz is
responsible for creating and managing the
squadron’s $12.3 million budget, liaising with
squadron leadership on limiting factors and
shortfalls pertaining to the squadron
finances. 
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The SSC/SZIX is a team of 15 Space Officers, 25 Space Enlisted, 2 Government Civilians and 187
contractors that are responsible for all R&D pre-launch, launch, early orbit and on-orbit satellite
activities, as well as crew mission readiness activities, training, and certification for a unique $3B
R&D satellite portfolio. This team performs these measures for 17 different classified missions for
the DoD, NASA, IC and multiple classified mission partners. 

S F A  A n n u a l  A w a r d s  M e e t  T h e  W i n n e r s  c o n t .

Michelle Madrid is the
Budget Analyst for
Space Delta 2
Headquarters,
Peterson Space Force
Base, Colorado. She is
responsible for a
$66M budget across
12 geographically 

separated units supporting world-wide
operations of 10 weapon systems valued at
$4.7B. She guided Delta 2 through the
standup of 2 squadrons and realignment of
5 detachments ensuring account transfers.
She is referred to as the most experienced
Budget Analyst across the Deltas by
FIELDCOM S8. 

https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/


 
Hosted by:

Van Metre Hall Auditorium
Mason Square at George Mason University 

3383 Fairfax Dr.,  Arlington, VA 22201
 

2/9 -USG-only | 2/10 - USG & Industry

Space Systems Command (SSC) has partnered with The Space Force
Association to host a forum of senior Space Force and other DoD Leaders,
Guardians, and industry to discuss the Commercial Augmentation Space
Reserves (CASR) concept.

The discussion will center on understanding the opportunities, challenges, and
barriers to CASR. By the end of the two days, leadership should have a better
understanding if a Civil Reserve Air Fleet (CRAF) concept is applicable to
space, and if so, how should a CASR office be proposed, established, funded,
and sustained.

Register online:
 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/commer

cial-augmentation-space-reserves-
forum-tickets-518177531947

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/commercial-augmentation-space-reserves-forum-tickets-518177531947
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/commercial-augmentation-space-reserves-forum-tickets-518177531947
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Danielle Storan
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Ms Storan is the President and CEO of Integrity ISR, a Woman-Owned Small

Business providing Intelligence, Space, and Cyber expertise to the US

Government, industry, and foreign partners. Before establishing Integrity ISR as

a federal services contractor in 2018, Ms. Storan ran a successful consulting

company, advising both large and small businesses on the sale of international

defense articles and services. She also served as a branch chief in the Office of

Secretary of the Air Force, International Affairs, where she excelled at building and leading

multidisciplinary US Air Force and interagency teams to develop and execute strategic

engagement plans and activities for more than 30+ countries. Ms. Storan skillfully managed over

$29B in security cooperation portfolios for complex foreign acquisition, sustainment, and training

programs and developed foreign assistance strategies to achieve security cooperation objectives,

including managing the associated funding requirements. Ms. Storan also has communications and

marketing experience, serving as a political appointee in public affairs for the Secretary of Health

and Human Services and US Surgeon General and two presidential campaigns. Ms. Storan holds a

Master of Science in Defense and Strategic Studies from Missouri State University and a Bachelor

of Arts in Government from the College of William and Mary.

Dr. Greg Autry is a Clinical Professor of Space Leadership, Policy and Business

in the Thunderbird School of Global Management and an Affiliate Professor

with the Interplanetary Initiative at Arizona State University. He also holds an

appointment as Visiting Professor with the Institute for Security Science and

Technology at Imperial College London. He has consulted on a series of AI and Dr. Greg Autry

space tech videos for the University of Oxford. He previously taught technology entrepreneurship at

the University of Southern California, strategy, macroeconomics at the University of California at

Irvine, and space entrepreneurship in an International Space University program at the Florida

Institute of Technology.

Dr. Autry served on the 2016 NASA Agency Review Team and as the White House Liaison at NASA in

2017. He was nominated by the president to serve as Chief Financial Officer of NASA in 2020. Dr.

Autry also served as Chair of the Safety Working Group on the Commercial Space Transportation

Advisory Committee (COMSTAC) at the FAA. He is currently the Vice President for Space

Development of the National Space Society. He has testified to the U.S. House of Representatives,

the U.S. Senate, and presented at the Canadian Parliament.



B Y  C H R I S  M U L D E R ,  O P I N I O N  C O N T R I B U T O R

NASA’s Double Asteroid Redirection Test
(DART) recently collided with an asteroid in
the name of planetary defense research.
Developing a tool like DART may be critical
to the future survival of life on earth,
considering the suspected cause of the
extinction of dinosaurs sixty-six million
years ago was an asteroid strike. However,
this is not the time for the United States to
“go it alone.” To be successful in far-
reaching endeavors and lofty space goals,
the U.S. Space Force needs to leverage
partnerships and look to the international
community to build a global space security
cooperation program.

DART was built and launched solely by the
United States. While an asteroid hitting the
United States would be catastrophic, it
would also be an unlikely target, since the
United States’ land mass only encompasses
1.87% of earth’s surface. Which begs the
question—wouldn’t it be more beneficial to
take a global approach when pursuing
planetary defense? The European Space
Agency (ESA) was slated to launch a
planetary defense mission prior to DART, but
cancelled their Asteroid Impact Mission
due to funding constraints. ESA plans to
launch a follow-up mission to DART in
2024, if funding does not prevent it once
again.

The U.S. Space Force, alongside allies and
partners, will create the environment for both
private and public entities to unlock space 
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resources that can then allocate those
resources to planetary defense, sending
humans to Mars, and unlocking other
economic prosperity on earth. DART cost
$325 million to plan, research, and execute,
and it proved that an earth-based rocket
could launch a spacecraft to impact an
asteroid 6.8 million miles away. This
accomplishment is quite phenomenal, so
kudos to NASA for proving the impossible.
However, a true planetary defense apparatus,
among other space security cooperation
efforts, will cost trillions of dollars. One single
country cannot carry this burden alone. It will
only be possible by tapping into global
resources, global knowledge, and even global
wisdom.

Traditional security cooperation activities
within the national security and defense realm
include exercises, information sharing,
armaments cooperation, advising and
assisting, and mutually beneficial training.
These opportunities exist to build partner
capacity and allow the leveraging of allies’
and partners’ strengths to achieve common
goals. It is time to further expand security
cooperation in space to build capabilities to
combat existential threats such as Earth-
bound asteroids. Such extreme and advanced
aims require an equally remarkable and
unique solutions.

Even though there are long-standing space
agreements already in place like the 1967
Outer Space Treaty, they are generally 

Colonel Christopher P. Mulder, USAF was the 2020-2021 Senior Air Force Fellow at the Atlantic Council where
he engaged on space and other national security topics. 
The views and opinions expressed here are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the official policy
or position of any agency of the U.S. government or other organization.

https://www.nasa.gov/planetarydefense/dart/dart-news
https://www.nasa.gov/planetarydefense/faq
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/how-an-asteroid-caused-extinction-of-dinosaurs.html
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2021/01/earth-surface-ocean-visualization-science-countries-russia-canada-china/#:~:text=Meanwhile%2C%20the%20other%20nations%20that,half%20of%20Earth%27s%20land%20surface.
https://spacenews.com/luxembourgian-minister-unwilling-to-let-esa-asteroid-mission-die-without-a-fight/
https://www.esa.int/Space_Safety/Hera
https://www.nbcnews.com/science/space/nasa-dart-asteroid-crash-spacecraft-mission-rcna49413
https://www.cnn.com/2022/09/26/world/dart-mission-nasa-scn
https://www.wsj.com/articles/nasas-asteroid-smashing-dart-mission-deemed-a-success-11665512765?mod=hp_lead_pos10
https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/outerspacetreaty.html


viewed as outdated due to the exponential
growth in satellites and other space
enabling technology that are rocketing
toward unlocking untapped resources and
opportunities in space—rare-Earth metals,
space based solar power, data
(awareness, sharing, processing, fusion),
alternative habitats (Moon and Mars),
transportation and tourism, and national
security and defense applications.

Existing paradigms may require a complete
reset—new governance bodies, new cross-
cutting resource bodies, new ways to
incentivize companies, new legal structures
that surround space related activity—to
responsibly achieve what nations and
companies are seeking and unlocking
transformational results. The U.S. Space
Force does not have the authority to change
many of these paradigms, but what it lacks in
authority, it overcomes with strong
relationships, a technological focus,
global access through U.S. Embassies, and
industry partnerships.

There are 195 states in the world—193 are
United Nation member states and two
(Vatican City and Palestine) are considered
non-member states. All 195 have been and
are chartered here on earth. The U.S. Space
Force is uniquely suited to carry the mantel
forward on progressing true global space
security cooperation efforts with many, not
all, of the 195 states.

It is also notable that NASA spearheaded
DART alone, and not a joint endeavor with
the U.S. Space Force or Space Command,
especially when considering the national
security and defense impacts of a
threatening asteroid. Roles and
responsibilities will have to be defined on
whether NASA, U.S. Space Force, U.S. 
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Space Command, international space
organizations, or other nations are
responsible for planetary defense.

The U.S. Space Force should explore pooling
resources, technology, bold thinking, and
initiative across the globe to drive
transformational change in space security
cooperation that will truly create a space
environment where private and public entities
can harness space’s true potential, send
humans to Mars, and protect the planet from
asteroids or bad actors.

To do this, space security cooperation will
need prioritization. This will require
extraordinarily strong leadership, substantial
resources, and public involvement--the U.S.
Space Force should aggressively grab the
space security cooperation torch, because
either another nation will seize it or a new
“space state” will. There is just too much at
stake to let China or a fledgling distributed
“space state” lead the way on planetary
defense, resource exploration, and missions to
Mars.

T h i n k  G l o b a l  o n  S p a c e  S e c u r i t y
C o o p e r a t i o n  c o n t .

Colonel Christopher P. Mulder, USAF was the
2020-2021 Senior Air Force Fellow at the
Atlantic Council where he engaged on space
and other national security topics. Connect
with him on LinkedIn.

https://www.foxweather.com/earth-space/legal-gray-areas-of-returning-to-the-moon
https://breakingdefense.com/2022/09/dangerous-expanding-satellite-population-poses-policy-challenges-to-us-government/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/bernardmarr/2021/12/10/the-five-biggest-space-technology-trends-for-2022/?sh=3bb0089e1bf4
https://www.forbes.com/sites/jamiecartereurope/2021/10/19/the-age-of-space-mining-just-got-closer-as-scientists-discover-two-asteroids-whose-precious-metals-would-exceed-global-reserves/?sh=2053b70713b3
https://www.faa.gov/space
https://spacenews.com/us-uk-special-relationship-deepens-in-space/
https://spacenews.com/space-force-leaders-questioned-on-their-plans-to-invest-in-technology-and-workforce/
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/space-force-looks-to-put-space-attaches-in-embassies/
https://spacewerx.us/
https://www.un.org/en/
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/11/20/global-planetary-defense-earth-asteroids-523072
https://ussfa.org/dart-paves-the-way/
https://observer.com/2017/06/the-quest-to-build-the-first-sovereign-nation-in-space-asgardia/
https://asgardia.space/en/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/christopher-mulder-60b686100/
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As I removed all electronic devices, and
transited multiple layers of security at
Schriever Space Force Base in December to
document the culminating events of our
nation’s 16th iteration of SPACE FLAG, I had
one burning question in mind…behind those
steel doors, and inside the SCIF spaces,
would I truly find authentic, true warfighters?

Or perhaps would I simply find a new
generation of professional Space Operators
flying satellites and other on-orbit assets
hundreds of miles away, physically, and
emotionally detached? Detached from the
passion and camaraderie historically born
out of combat, and internalized (even
celebrated) by the Space Force’s joint-
service brothers, sisters, and coalition
partners who fight more traditional battles
on Earth.

the 16th SPACE FLAG for our United States
Space Force that turned 3-years old on 20
Dec, and only the third ever SPACE FLAG to
incorporate international coalition partners.
Born out of the 2018 NDAA which mandated
the Secretary of Defense establish an annual
capstone training event titled “SPACE FLAG”
modeled after similar tactical warfighting
exercises found in the Air Force (RED FLAG)
and US Cyber Command (CYBER FLAG).
SPACE FLAG is unique as its sole purpose is to
train Guardians to develop and test doctrine,
concepts of operation, tactics, techniques,
and procedures in preparation for when
national-power conflict extends to on-orbit
space assets.

“STARCOM is responsible for educating and
training combat credible forces with not only
foundational competencies and technical
expertise, but with the ability to fight and win
as a team alongside our joint and coalition
partners,” said Gen Bratton.

The pacing threat of China has driven Gen
Bratton and his exercise guru, Lt Col Albert
“AC” Harris, Commander of the 392d Combat
Training Squadron, to go above and beyond
the once-a-year NDAA requirement to
executing this highly competitive, extremely
intense two-week exercise three times per
year, with aspirations to get to four annually!

“In this environment US and Coalition partners
share intel, practice space operating tactics,
and work through combat challenges,” said Lt
Col Harris. “For some of our young Space
Operators this is the first time they will 

Maj Gen Shawn Bratton,
STARCOM Commander, with
SFA National Director of
Membership, Steve Anderson

716

Major General
Shawn Bratton,
the Commander
of Space Training
and Readiness
Command (known
as STARCOM),
was looking for
the same thing.
Although this
wasn’t his first
rodeo at a SPACE 

LAG event, and he confidently seemed to
know what he’d find.

He welcomed me to SPACE FLAG 23-1, the
first of three SPACE FLAG training exercises
that will take place in Fiscal Year 2023,



interact with, share specific combat tactics
and techniques with, and fight the enemy
with coalition forces. I wish I had this
environment when I was young lieutenant!”

Without being privileged to the classified
exercise scenarios, I couldn’t help but assume
the current conflict in Ukraine played a
significant role in shaping this particular
exercise scenario. 

The exercise lasted 2 weeks, cycling through
multiple small-scale space-specific conflict
scenarios within the context of a much larger
conflict happening at the national level. The
space conflicts and scenarios took our
Guardian’s up-to and beyond their technical
and competency limits. 

Like any great military exercise, throughout the
duration there were wins, but also losses…
sometimes many losses. 
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where Lt Col Harris unleashes his exercise
mavens to create intense, realistic, cutting-
edge digital scenarios that give our
Guardians the wartime repetitions Gen.
Bratton desires. Lt Col Harris’ team of
exercise trainers and architects ensure the
two-week exercise is strenuous and tests the
body, mind, and spirit of these young
Guardians. 

SPACE FLAG 23-1 was the first SPACE FLAG
to exercise a scenario where the land portion
of the simulated conflict took place in the
European continent. “The physical location of
the ground war is important in our scenario
as it will typically dictate which adversarial
countries are heavily invested and integrated
in the associated Space War,” said Lt Col
Harris. By establishing a conflict on the
ground Lt Col Harris and STARCOM Delta 11’s
team of “aggressors” (simulated enemy
forces) can replicate the on-orbit assets and
tactics used by anticipated adversaries from
this region of the world.   

T r u e  W a r f i g h t e r  c o n t .

Capt Eries Thompson (standing)
(Delta 8) executing Precision
Navigation & Timing objectives
during SPACE FLAG 23-1

“I need to continue to
find ways to give the
Guardians more,”
added Gen Bratton,
“…more training, more
resources, to ensure
they never encounter
anything in battle that
they haven’t first
experienced and
practiced in the
training environment.”
It is from clear
commander’s intent
and guidance like this 

Sgt Benjamin Clanton (Delta 4) working alongside
Coalition Partner

The trainee Guardians learned to be resilient
and creative through the wins and setbacks.
Captain Karl Pruhsmeier, the SPACE FLAG
Exercise Director and his team spend months
designing these exercise scenarios to
specifically test our Guardians’ capabilities
and daring them to be bold enough (and
innovative enough) to identify and develop our
nation’s next great competitive tactic or
technique. Every moment, regardless of
whether it ends in a win or a loss, has a
debrief that comes with it. The debrief offers
many teachable moments to make our
Guardians sharper, more resilient, and better
prepared for the future fight. 



After the SPACE FLAG
23-1 Awards Ceremony I
had the privilege and
honor to sit with a 6
“Outstanding
Performers” who were
recognized for their
consistent excellence
throughout the two-
week exercise. I started
with one simple
question, “Did you win?”
They each humbly
looked at me, and in a
reflective demeanor
they each smiled, and

It was in this moment, that I clearly saw what I can only imagine Maj Gen Bratton had already
seen many times before at previous SPACE FLAGS and other STARCOM exercises like it. As clear
as day, I saw before me Guardians and coalition space professionals who were unquestionably
true Warfighters. Their love for the mission, for their country, for each other, and for the defense
of the free world made me honored and proud to be in their presence.  Because of these inspiring
and uplifting men and women…human products of SPACE FLAG…I would like to close with one
final statement. “Bravo, Lt Col Harris.   I take my hat off to you and your team of experts of the
392d Combat Training Squadron…Bravo indeed!”

About The Author
Steve Anderson serves as the Space Force Association's National Director of Membership. He
graduated from the Air Force Academy in 2000 and retired from the Air Force in 2022. Steve is a
Principal at LMI in its Space Market, which solves National Security Space challenges with digital
modeling & simulation tools. LMI has been a corporate sponsor of SFA since 2021. He may be
reached at steve.anderson@ussfa.org. 
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T r u e  W a r f i g h t e r  c o n t .

paused thoughtfully while they contemplated the answer. It was then when Flight Lieutenant Adon
Lumley, from the Royal Australian Air Force broke the silence and stated, “It was “Learning” who
won during this exercise.”  

The other five Outstanding Performers smiled and nodded in concurrence. They then shared how
they were pushed to their limits and beyond, leaning on each other, breaking down cultural
barriers and navigating the different ways each country approached conflict in space to find
winning solutions. They leaned on each other like our nations lean on each other at a grander
scale to deter, fight, and win our conflicts against aggression and preserve our way of life. They
leaned on each other just like our Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, and Airmen have leaned on each
other and their coalition partners for years in similar combat experiences. 

mailto:steve.anderson@ussfa.org
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In honor of Veterans Day,
the Space Force Association
offered free space
professional certification
testing to active duty military
members and veterans
during the month of
November under Global
Space University. Global
Space University announced
that, thanks to the
sponsorship of Integrity ISR,
more than 125 veterans took
advantage of the free space
professional certification
testing, which normally
carries a $450 fee, for a
total value of over $56,000.

Integrity ISR was proud to
help US Armed Forces
Veterans and Active Duty
Service members achieve
their professional goals by
sponsoring their Space
Professional Certification
Tests,” said Danielle Storan,
President and CEO of
Integrity ISR and SFA Board
of Director Member.
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Space Force Association and
ISR University to provide online
space training and certification
programs under the National
Spacepower Center (NSC) and
its Space Education Training
Center (SETC). By developing
innovative space training, we
raise the global standards of
excellence for all space
professionals. The partnership
provides synergy, collaboration,
and extraordinary opportunities
for space professionals looking
to advance their careers. This
powerful partnership brings
cost-effective, cutting-edge
training to space personnel
and enthusiasts worldwide.

According to SFA founder and
president, Bill Woolf “providing
an opportunity for our veterans
and active duty military
members with space-related
experience to achieve 

Global Space University
Provides Opportunities For
Space Professionals To
Advance Their Careers

Certified Space Professional
Level I (CSP-1) with our Test-
Out option by waiving the $450
fee would not have been
possible without the support of
our corporate partner Integrity
ISR. In the future, we expect
more defense and space
industry leaders to participate
in underwriting these courses
and certification for not only
our veterans but their
employees as well.”

Employers looking to provide
developmental paths for the
space workforce, improve
talent retention, and provide
mentorship opportunities to
employees in space and
related fields or to attract new
talent are encouraged to learn
more about the certification
courses and testing options
available through the Global
Space University.Global Space University (GSU)

is a partnership between the 

https://globalspaceuniversity.org/
https://integrityisr.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/bill-woolf-0814931/
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As the Space Force’s Space Launch Delta 45
heads into successfully launching over 50
rockets this year with no sign of slowing,
Florida is launching more exciting events and
organizations than ever. To support the
Guardians, as well as over 16,000 aerospace
companies in Florida, the Space Force
Association (SFA) has successfully launched it
own Florida Chapter. The chapter has a
leadership team in place and working toward
SFA’s priority to support Space Force
Guardians. Rob Fabian (President), Martin
Amen (Vice President), and Susie Dabrowski
(SE Region VP) attended the inaugural
meeting.

FL Chapter SFA member, Brian Baluta,
Lockheed Martin (LM) coordinated SFA’s
sponsorship of Artemis 1 launch promotion 
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B Y  S T A F F  W R I T E R

events. FL Chapter members Rob Fabian, Martin
Amen, Benneth Perez (Director of Outreach),
and Susie Dabrowski attended LM’s launch
events, 27-29 August, including a Mission
Briefing, Kennedy Space Center Launch Pad 39B
tour and launch viewing. Eric Sundby, SFA
Executive Director and Matt Anderson, SFA
COO also attended the launch viewing, along
with members of the SFA Media team.

In December, the FL Chapter supported the
Space Force’s and SLD45’s Inaugural T-minus 10
Miler run. The team established some lofty goals
and now that our chapter has launched, we can
expect our chapter to grow and flourish.

Follow the Florida Space Coast Chapter on
LinkedIn.

http://ussfa.org/
http://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/
https://ussfa.org/southeast-region/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/space-force-association-florida-chapter/
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S.T.A.R.S. VR, LLC (“the
company”) is pleased to
announce that it has entered
into an exclusive
collaboration with the Space
Force Association (SFA) and 
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"The Space Force Association is honored to
collaborate with the S.T.A.R.S. VR team on
ensuring training mission sets are
commensurate with the knowledge space
professionals will need to better understand
the critical United States Space Force (USSF)
mission,”"said Bill Woolf, President, Space
Force Association.

George Paige, Hollywood producer and Co-
Founder/ Executive Producer of S.T.A.R.S. VR
said, “I am thrilled and honored to have the
opportunity to bring together some of the top
creative talent in film, television, and gaming,
including leading real-time 3D development
platform Unity, to work alongside the talented
consortium of professionals from the space
industry and Space Force Association in the
development of S.T.A.R.S. VR, a one-of-a-
kind, exciting VR edutainment production."

The S.T.A.R.S. Mission Builder is S.T.A.R.S. VR’s
second project leveraging the S.T.A.R.S.
(Spaceflight Training and Research Simulator)
IP, and builds on the excitement of the
upcoming project: Delta Liftoff. The company
looks forward to providing further updates on
both projects in the near future. For Further
information about the company, please
contact: Alexandria (Sasha) Stone,
info@stars-vr.com.

Unity (NYSE: U), the world’s leading end-to-
end platform for content creators of all sizes
to successfully realize their vision, to
develop the “S.T.A.R.S. Mission Builder” a
comprehensive mission builder platform
leveraging the S.T.A.R.S. IP. This project will
enable educators, space industry
professionals and Space Force personnel to
create their own S.T.A.R.S. missions with an
accessible suite of tools, including a fully
voiced AI storyteller named Luna.

The collaboration, first announced during
the Unity I/ITSEC 2022 Customer
Recognition and Awards Gala, will enable
the company to access the full support of
Unity products and services. This includes
development resources, access to new Unity
features and connections to Unity’s
extensive game development network.

“The Space Force is looking to leverage
Real-Time 3D technologies from the gaming
industry to improve workforce training and
space operations, and programs like
S.T.A.R.S. Mission Builder will help
accelerate that vision,” said John
Cunningham, Head of Government and
Aerospace at Unity. “We are pleased that
S.T.A.R.S. VR, LLC has selected Unity as their
RT3D development platform and we look
forward to collaborating to bring this to
market together.”

Image taken from S.T.A.R.S VR Trailer on YouTube

https://stars-vr.com/
https://ussfa.org/
https://unity.com/
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