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Imagine a world where 
the sky goes dark from the 
loss of our space assets. 
Every facet of our lives—
military operations, global 
commerce, emergency 
response—depends on 
space. Lose GPS, and we’re 
blindfolded; lose satellites, 
and our world plunges into 
chaos. Financial markets 
freeze, weather forecasts 
vanish, and emergency 
services are crippled. This 
isn’t science fiction; it’s a 
looming reality. 

Right now, adversaries 
are crafting weapons to 
sever the lifelines that 
space provides. We’re at a 
crossroads, and the stakes 

couldn’t be higher. That’s 
why the inaugural Space-
power Conference isn’t 
just another event—it’s a 
call to arms. 

We’re tackling the most 
pressing challenges facing 
our nation and our planet, 
and this is your invite to 
not just be part of the con-
versation—but to be part 
of the solution. 

Because the hard truth 
remains…

There’s no day without 
space, and there’s no fu-
ture without safeguard-
ing it.

We Cannot Risk A Day Without Space.

Join The Conversation, And The Solution.

Thank You For coming!
See you next time!

December 2024 | Orlando, FL

www.ussfa.org

http://www.ussfa.org
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D ecember  2023  marked  the  be -
g inn ing  o f  a  new t rad i t ion  fo r 
the  U .S .  Space  Force  Assocat ion 

–  a  we l l -p lanned  and  enr ich ing  annua l 
event  spec i f ica l l y  ca te r ing  to  Guard -
ians ,  the i r  needs ,  and  the i r  miss ion . 
Do lores  Lowe ,  Commit tee  Cha i r,  2023 
SFA Spacepower  Conference  and  Gregg 
Walsh ,  SFA Nat iona l  Events  D i rec tor, 
d id  a  spectacu la r  job  des ign ing  and 
deve lop ing  a  wor ld -c lass  exper ience 
re f lec t i ve  o f  the  e l i te  ta lent  poo l  and 
techno logy  that  popu la te  the  space  in -
dust ry ,  academia ,  government ,  and  the 
USSF.  SFA Founder  and  Pres ident ,  B i l l 
“H ipp ie ”  Woo l f ,  was  a  s te l la r  host  and 
emcee ,  se t t ing  the  tone  fo r  the  confer -
ence  and  the  “ fami ly  bus iness”  SFA is 
bu i ld ing  to  ser v ice  the  new force . 

Indust ry  par tners  la rge  and  smal l  suc -
cessfu l l y  bu i l t  new re la t ionsh ips  and 
deepened  o ld  ones .  Innovat ive  tech 
s ta r tups  showcased  the i r  new techno l -
og ies  and  f i l l ed  the i r  sa les  p ipe l ines . 
Fr iendsh ips  were  made .  Med ia  was  in -
v i ted  and  we lcomed the  oppor tun i ty  to 
cover  th is  inaugura l  event .  Vo lunteers 
ga ined  va luab le  exper ience .  A l l  those 

who a t tended  the  conference  agreed  – 
the  event  was  a  huge  success ! 

What  I  found  most  in te rest ing  was 
feedback  about  the  ca l iber  o f  peop le  in 
a t tendance  and  the  v ibe  o f  the  space 
defense  communi ty .  The  consensus 
was  c lear  –  everyone  was  “ rea l l y  n ice .” 

The  conference  was  f i l l ed  w i th  mis -
s ion - focused  profess iona ls  ded icated 
to  operat iona l  exce l lence ,  ga in ing  an 
advantage  in  g reat  power  compet i t ion , 
and  promot ing  U .S .  space  super io r i t y 
in  perpetu i ty . 

In  th is  i ssue  o f  SFA Magaz ine ,  you  w i l l 
be  ab le  to  re l i ve  the  conference  and 
ga in  ins ights  and  perspect ives  f rom 
the  USSF,  indust ry  par tners ,  and  vo lun -
teers . 

We  look  fo r ward  to  see ing  you  a t  the 
next  conference  in  Or lando  in  Decem-
ber  2024 ! 

En joy ! 

Felicia S. C. Gooden
SFA Magazine 
Editor

LEtter from the editor
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Roundtable Discussion with General Saltzman: 
Gratitude, Growth, and Innovation

The CSO of the U.S. Space Force sat down with the media and shared intimate details 
about what he envisions for the future of U.S. space operations and the new force. Between 
cross-sector collaboration, enhanced intelligence operations, and well-supported military oper-
ations, Saltzman looks forward to a journey that is Semper Supra!

T he  Space  Force  Assoc ia t ion 
was  proud  to  host  Genera l 
B .  Chance  Sa l tzman in  an  in -

t imate ,  roundtab le  se t t ing ,  where 
he  h igh l ighted  the  Space  Force’s 
key  p r io r i t i es ,  the  approach  to  a 
combined  miss ion  fo r  both  the  in -
te l l igence  and  war f ight ing  e f fo r ts , 
and  the  essent ia l  core  competen-
c ies  that  d r i ve  Guard ian  success . 

Earn ing  h is  four th  s ta r  in  Novem-
ber  2022 ,  Genera l  Sa l tzman was 
promoted  to  Ch ie f  o f  Space  Oper -
a t ions ,  Un i ted  Sta tes  Space  Force , 
where  he  ser ves  as  the  sen ior 
un i fo rmed Space  Force  o f f ice r, 

respons ib le  fo r  the  o rgan izat ion , 
t ra in ing ,  and  equ ipp ing  o f  a l l  o r -
gan ic  and  ass igned  space  fo rc -
es  ser v ing  in  the  Un i ted  Sta tes 
and  overseas .  As  a  member  o f 
the  Jo in t  Ch ie fs  o f  S ta f f ,  Genera l 
Sa l tzman a lso  ser ves  as  a  mi l i ta ry 
adv iser  to  the  Secre tary  o f  De -
fense ,  the  Nat iona l  Secur i t y  Coun-
c i l ,  and  the  Pres ident . 

The  roundtab le  sess ion  began 
w i th  quest ions  about  the  focus  o f 
dynamic  space  operat ions ,  a  te rm 
used  by  U .S .  Space  Command to 
descr ibe  a  g rowing  need  fo r  sa t -
e l l i tes  to  be  ab le  to  maneuver 

away  f rom threats  l i ke  debr is  o r 
toward  ob jects  that  the  U .S .  may 
want  to  obser ve  more  c lose ly . 
When  asked  about  the  contex tua l 
approaches  toward  a  h igh - leve l 
concept ,  Genera l  Sa l tzman eas i l y 
answered ,  “Fue l  l im i ta t ions  in  o r -
b i t  a re  a lways  a  concern  and  an 
a rea  o f  focus .”  He  a lso  went  on 
to  h igh l ight  the  c r i t i ca l i t y  o f  the 
S imula t ion  and  Tra in ing  (S&T) 
communi ty  as  an  in tegra l  par tner 
on  the  journey  to  advancement . 

As  the  conversat ion  sh i f ted  to 
the  Genera l ’s  po in t  o f  v iew on 
the  Space  Force’s  capab i l i t i es 
and  new techno log ies ,  he  eas i -
l y  l i s ted  the  impor tance  of  rap id 

maneuvers .  “Th is  i sn’ t  jus t  as 
s imple  as  get  i t  done ,”  he  s ta t -
ed .  “We need  to  cons ider  a l l  the 
fac tors  that  go  in to  dep loy ing  a 
sate l l i te  in to  o rb i t .  I tems such 
as  env i ronmenta l  assessments , 
deconf l i c t ing  launches ,  par ts 
management ,  and  even  the  ad -
min is t ra t i ve  requ i rement  o f  exe -
cut ing  cont racts ,  a l l  have  to  be 
taken  in to  account  and  opt imized 
a longs ide  the  sate l l i te  e f fo r t .” 

When  asked  about  the  p r io r i t i es 
sur round ing  the  in te l l igence  ver -
sus  the  war f ight ing  e f fo r t ,  the 
Space  Force  leader  was  qu ick  to 
po in t  out  that  the  co l laborat ion 
w i th  the  Nat iona l  Reconna is -

Dr. Cherisa JErez

Spacepower Volunteer

Co-Founder/ Vice PResident of 

operations, 

Ashire technolgies

U.S. Space Force Chief of Space Operations Gen. Chance Saltzman gives a keynote address at the Space Force 
Association’s inaugural Spacepower Conference in Orlando, Fla., Dec. 12, 2023. Saltzman discussed the Space 
Force’s accomplishments in 2023 and the key role every Guardian played in those achievements. (U.S. Air Force 
photo by Staff Sgt. Adam R. Shanks)



10 11

E D I T O R I A L

sance  Of f ice  (NRO)  i s  wor ld -c lass . 
He  h igh l ighted  that  i t  was  th is  type 
o f  suppor t  in i t ia t i ve  between  the 
In te l l igence  Communi ty  and  the 
Depar tment  o f  Defense  work ing  in 
tandem that  makes  the  miss ion  o f 
the  Space  Force  a  success .  “At  the 
end  of  the  day ,”  Genera l  Sa l tzman 
h igh l ighted ,  “ i t  i sn’ t  about  focus ing 
so le ly  on  the  ju r isd ic t iona l  s ta tu tes 
that  govern  the  data .  In  o rder  to 
ach ieve  success ,  we  re ly  on  in for -
mat ion ;  there fore ,  we  must  operate 
cohes ive ly .  In  essence ,  the  c ross -
over  in  miss ion  capab i l i t i es  must 
ensure  that  data  ava i lab i l i t y  d r i ves 
the  miss ion .”  Sa l tzman’s  h igh - leve l 
examples  o f fe red  a  message  sum-
mar ized  as  fo l lows :  The  combina -
t ion  o f  the  Space  Force’s  focus  on 
the  concept  o f  the  operat ion  and 
the  NRO’s  focus  on  the  deve lop -
ment  o f  techno log ies  a l ign  to  c re -
a te  a  synergy  o f  jo in t  focus .  Th is , 
i n  tu rn ,  meets  the  requ i rements 
fo r  both  the  in te l l igence  and  the 
war f ight ing  aspects  o f  the  Space 
Force’s  miss ion .

The  conversat ion  touched  on  the 
c r i t i ca l i t y  and  impor tance  of  data 
t ransfer  and  g loba l  ne tworks  that 
suppor t  the  layers  necessary  fo r 
data  t ranspor t  and  then  tu rned  to 
the  Space  Force’s  most  va lued  as -
set—i ts  peop le .  The  quest ion  was 
posed  regard ing  the  core  compe-
tenc ies  necessary  to  ma in ta in  a 
s t rong  and  compet i t i ve  Guard ian 
fo rce .  Genera l  Sa l tzman looked 
over  a t  the  Guard ians  in  the  room 
and  answered  proud ly .  “Th is  i s  a 
techn ica l  endeavor  and  what  we 
need  a re  c r i t i ca l  th inkers .  Our 
Guard ians  a re  requ i red  to  both 
aggregate  and  deconst ruct  and  not 

on ly  tack le  the  e lements  o f  a  p rob-
lem,  but  then  fo rmula te  an  answer. 
So ,  what  we  need  a re  s t rong  prob-
lem so lvers  that  can  operate  under 
remarkab ly  cha l leng ing  c i rcum-
stances  and  a r r i ve  a t  so lu t ions .” 

The  sess ion  conc luded  w i th  a  re -
f lec t ion  on  what  the  o rgan izat ion -
a l  fu tu re  looks  l i ke  fo r  the  Space 
Force ,  spec i f ica l l y  w i th  suppor t 
e lements  such  as  the  Pub l ic  Af -
fa i rs  and  Leg is la t i ve  suppor t 
teams.  Genera l  Sa l tzman was  very 
g rac ious  in  h is  p ra ise  o f  the  A i r 
Force’s  ex is t ing  suppor t  in  these 
a reas ,  h igh l ight ing  that  the  fu -
tu re  g rowth  and  matura t ion  o f  the 
Space  Force  may  d ic ta te  ded icated 
suppor t ,  but  in  p resent  t ime  the  A i r 
Force  “does  a  g reat  job  suppor t ing 
us .”  He  went  on  to  add  that  the  va l -
ue  der i ved  by  separat ing  the  Space 
Force  f rom the  A i r  Force  resu l ted 
in  an  increased  focus  on  space  op -
e ra t ions .  In  i ts  ex is t ing  fo rmat ,  the 
Guard ians  can  leverage  the  sup-
por t  and  in f ras t ructure  f rom the 
A i r  Force  in  a reas  l i ke  log is t ics , 
ma in tenance ,  and  weapon  systems 
suppor t . 

As  the  Space  Force  ce lebra ted  i ts 
four th  ann iversary  s ince  the  inau -
gurat ion  on  December  20 ,  2019 , 
Genera l  Sa l tzman expressed  h is 
g ra t i tude  a t  the  appet i te  fo r  g rowth 
and  innovat ion  cont inu ing  to  d r i ve 
the  Space  Force  fo r ward .

E D I T O R I A L

Cyber and Intel integration 

underscored by SpOC commanders

Matthew Ebarb, USSF Public Affairs

Space Deltas are elite teams of operators specializing in cybersecurity and intelligence operations. The 
Spacepower Conference hosted a panel of Space Delta Commanders who shared the unique synthesis 
of cyber and intelligence capabilities critical to delivering mission success.

U.S. Space Force Lt. Gen. Stephen Whiting, Command, Space Operations Command moderated an overview panel at 
the inaugural Space Force Association Spacepower Conference, Dec. 12, in Orlando, Fla. The panel of Space Delta 
commanders, moderated by Lt. Gen. Stephen Whiting, Commander, Space Operations Command, provided a detailed 
look at the organizational structure and strategies of the United States Space Force’s operational and warfighting 
arm. (U.S. Space Force Photo by John Ayre)

S pace  Operat ions  Command presented  an  over v iew pane l  a t  the  in -
augura l  Space  Force  Assoc ia t ion  Spacepower  Conference  in  Or lan -
do ,  F la .  The  pane l  o f  Space  De l ta  commanders ,  moderated  by  L t . 

Gen .  S tephen  Whi t ing ,  Commander,  Space  Operat ions  Command ,  p rov id -
ed  a  deta i led  look  a t  the  o rgan izat iona l  s t ructure  and  s t ra teg ies  o f  the 
Un i ted  Sta tes  Space  Force’s  operat iona l  and  war f ight ing  a rm. 
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erat ions  w i th in  SpOC,  inc lud ing  em-
bedded  in te l  de tachments  in  numer -
ous  Space  De l tas .  He  c la r i f i ed  that 
h is  Guard ians  do  more  than  meets 
the  eye  a longs ide  the i r  peers .  

“We  have  Guard ians  in tegra ted  w i th 
the  un i ts ,  i n  some ins tances  s i t t ing 
on  the  ops  f loor  w i th  operators . 
They ’ re  the  face  o f  in te l ,”  sa id  Swig -
e r t .  “What  they  don’ t  see  a re  those 
co l lec t ing  the  in te l l igence  that  op -
e ra tors  spec i f ica l l y  need  to  per form 
the i r  miss ions ;  ana lyz ing  and  repor t -
ing  that  in te l l igence  in  minutes  to 
hours ,  and  tu rn ing  i t  a round  in  rea l 
t ime .”

Kennedy  h igh l ighted  the  s ign i f i cance 
of  both  cyber  secur i t y  and  cyber 
defense ,  w i th  Space  De l ta  6  spec ia l -
i z ing  in  p rov id ing  both  capab i l i t i es 
fo r  space  miss ion  systems.  He  a lso 
emphas ized  the  De l ta’s  t ra in ing  p ro -
gram,  wh ich  is  t ra in ing  Guard ians  to 
th ink  l i ke  a t tackers  and  ga in  a  deep-
e r  unders tand ing  o f  th reats  and  how 
to  counter  them. 

“The  b iggest  s t rength  o f  De l ta  6  i s 
our  ab i l i t y  to  recru i t ,  t ra in  and  re ta in 
ta lent .  The  fo rce  we’ re  c reat ing  in -
house ,  w i th  spec ia l i zed  sk i l l se t ,  a re 
p repared  to  p ro tect  and  defend  our 
networks ,”  sa id  Kennedy .  “There  i s 
no  space  w i thout  cyber  and  so  we 
need  to  ensure  that  we  cont inua l l y 
invest  and  be  d i l igent  in  that  do -
main .” 

B ig ley  showcased  how cyber  and 
in te l l igence  a re  in tegra ted  in to  h is 
un i t ,  co l lec t i ve ly  keep ing  a  watch -
fu l  eye  on  what  i s  happen ing  in  the 
space  domain . 

“The  in tegra t ion  o f  cyber  and  in te l 
capab i l i t i es  embedded  across  the 
miss ion  has  been  ins t rumenta l  to 
our  De l ta’s  success ,”  sa id  B ig ley . 
“Cyber  p rov ides  capab i l i t i es  to  se -
cure  and  defend  our  key  cyber  te r -
ra in .  Our  In te l  team br ings  second-
to -none  in te l  ana lys is ,  too ls ,  and 
programs to  the  operat ions  f loor. 
We’ve  been  ab le  to  b r ing  together 
the  un i ts ,  personne l ,  and  t ra in ing  to 
rea l l y  master  that  v is ion  o f  miss ion 
success .” 

When  asked  by  Whi t ing ,  B ig ley  fu r -
ther  expounded  on  o ther  par tner -
sh ips  v i ta l  to  h is  miss ion .  B ig ley , 
who  operates  out  o f  Schr iever  Space 
Force  Base  in  Co lorado ,  used  h is 
work ing  re la t ionsh ip  w i th  Space 
Base  De l ta  1  as  an  example .

“ I  have  the  luxury  o f  on ly  wor ry ing 
about  the  operat ions .  S ince  SBD1 
takes  care  o f  every th ing  e lse  on  the 
base ,  l i ke  the  secur i t y  fo rces ,  c i v i l 
eng ineers ,  and  cont ract ing  …  I  can 
focus  my  resources ,  personne l ,  and 
on  meet ing  the  miss ion .”
Whi t ing  conc luded  the  pane l  by  re -
i te ra t ing  how the  SpOC war f ighte rs 
a re  work ing  together  to  enhance 
combat  capab i l i t i es  across  the 
Space  Force .  

“Our  Guard ians  have  a  s teadfast 
commitment  to  keep ing  us  the  most 
p reeminent  fo rce  in  Space .”  sa id 
Whi t ing .  “We apprec ia te  a l l  o f  our 
teammates  across  SpOC,  and  the 
Space  Force ,  who  he lp  us  get  a f te r 
our  miss ion .”

Whi t ing  opened  by  underscor ing  SpOC’s  commitment  to  be -
ing  in te l l igence - led ,  cyber -secure ,  and  combat -c red ib le . 

“We  a l l  show up  every  day  to  p ro tect  Amer ica  and  our  a l -
l i es  in ,  f rom,  and  to  space ,  now and  in to  the  fu ture ,”  sa id 
Whi t ing .  “Our  number  1  p r io r i t y  i s  to  p resent  combat - ready 
fo rces  to  the  combatant  command ,  the  jo in t  fo rce ,  and  the 
Nat ion .” 

Space Operations Command presented an overview panel at the inaugural Space Force Association Spacepower 
Conference, Dec. 12, in Orlando, Fla. The panel of Space Delta commanders, moderated by Lt. Gen. Stephen Whiting, 
Commander, Space Operations Command, provided a detailed look at the organizational structure and strategies of 
the United States Space Force’s operational and warfighting arm. (U.S. Space Force Photo by John Ayre)

The  pane l  fea tured  th ree  Space  De l ta  commanders :  U .S . 
Space  Force  Co lone ls  Chr is topher  Kennedy  o f  Space  De l ta 
6  -  Cyber,  B re t t  Swiger t  o f  Space  De l ta  7  -  In te l l igence ,  and 
Mark  B ig ley  o f  Space  De l ta  9  –  Orb i ta l  War fa re .  Each  com-
mander  took  the  oppor tun i ty  to  de lve  in to  the i r  respect ive 
De l ta’s  miss ions  and  exp la in  the  impor tance  of  in te l l igence 
and  cyber,  and  how they  in tegra te  in to  every  SpOC miss ion 
se t .

Swiger t  spoke  o f  the  advances  made  w i th  in te l l igence  op -
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Join The SFA Community!

Collaborate with USSF leaders and space industry professionals while advocating 
for our place in space.

The Space Force Association is a way to get involved in the space community, 
inform policy, network with military, industry, and academic leaders, and create 

lasting partnerships for both individual and organizational benefit. The Space 
Force Association combines the expertise of senior leaders, operators, seasoned 
professionals, young people with fresh ideas, and anyone else on the space spec-

trum to create an organization that is committed to sustaining US dominance in 
space.

•	 Early access to Space Warfighter 
Talks, Space Innovation Talks, and 
other audio and video  
exclusives

•	 Discount tickets to SFA-hosted 
events

•	 Direct access to our network of 
government, industry, and  

educational partners    
•	 Vocational education and unique job 

opportunities from our  
corporate members

•	 A chance to amplify your voice in 
the debate over the future of the 
national space enterprise!

Benefits of Membership

JOIN TODAY!

Innovating To Overcome The Challenges Of Space 
Domain Awareness

SFA Staff

to  e f fec t i ve ly  t rack 
and  characte r i ze  over 
30  sate l l i tes  ‘o f  in te r -
es t ’  i n  rea l - t ime  us ing 
a  s ing le  compact  an -
tenna .

Fe l ic ia  Gooden ,  Space 
Force  Assoc ia t ion 
Magaz ine  Ed i to r  sa t 
down wi th  Ph i l  R id ley , 
CEO of  Quasar  Sate l -
l i te  Techno log ies  to 
d iscuss  space  domain 
awareness  (SDA) ,  the 
Amer ican  market ,  and 
the  cha l lenges  o f  mul -
t i -o rb i t  t rack ing .

Fel ic ia  Gooden:  What 
a re  the  cur rent  l im i -
ta t ions  in  mul t i -o rb i t 
t rack ing?

Phi l  R id ley :  Typ ica l l y 
g round-based  sate l l i te 
t rack ing  is  ach ieved 
w i th  radar ,  e lec t ro -op -
t ica l  sensors ,  o r  rad io 
f requency  sensors 
l i ke  parabo l ic  sa te l -
l i te  d ishes .  There  a re 
two  key  cha l lenges 
w i th  each  of  these 
techno log ies .  One  is 
that  sa te l l i tes  in  low 

Ear th  o rb i t  (LEO)  and 
those  in  geosta t ion -
a ry  (GEO)  o rb i t  can ’ t 
be  t racked  on  the 
same sensor .  A  par -
abo l ic  d ish  su i tab le 
fo r  GEO is  too  la rge 
and  s low for  LEO ,  and 
a  d ish  su i tab le  fo r 
LEO is  o f ten  not  sen -
s i t i ve  and  accurate 
enough  fo r  GEO.  The 
second  is  that  fo r  a l l 
th ree  types  o f  sen -
sors  above ,  t rack ing 
can  be  defeated  by 
maneuver ing  a  sat -
e l l i te  outs ide  o f  i ts 

International cooperation is critical to USSF mis-
sion success. An Australian space startup has 
developed the first-of-its-kind space domain 
awareness (SDA) solution that serves as a stra-
tegic complement to existing SDA capabilities, 
reflecting the spirit of public-private partnerships 
and allied cooperation in the AUKUS program!

A t  the  Space  Force  Assoc i -
a t ion ’s  inaugura l  Space-
power  Conference ,  Quasar 

Sate l l i te  Techno log ies  launched 
Quasar  Sense ,  a  mul t ibeam 
phased  a r ray  g round  s ta t ion  that 
w i l l  change  space  domain  aware -
ness  based  on  i ts  un ique  ab i l i t y 

https://attendspacepower.com/contact/
https://ussfa.org/join/
https://ussfa.org/join/
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pred ic ted  orb i t  jus t  enough  fo r  these 
sensors  to  ‘m iss  the  mark ’  and  e i ther 
miss  a  pass  ent i re l y  o r  de tect  some-
th ing  w i thout  knowing  what  the  ob -
jec t  was .

Fel ic ia  Gooden:  What  r i sks  do  these 
l im i ta t ions  pose  to  the  USA?

Phi l  R id ley :  I t  i s  we l l  known that 
severa l  adversar ia l  na t ion -s ta tes 
possess  the  ab i l i t y  to  maneuver  the i r 
spy  sate l l i tes  a t  w i l l ,  t rans i t ion  be -
tween  d i f fe rent  t ypes  o f  o rb i t ,  and 
use  a  b road  range  of  techn iques  to 
evade  or  compl ica te  detect ion .  Th is 
c reates  a  h igh  work load  fo r  Guard i -
ans  whose  task  i t  i s  to  have  a  com-
p le te  p ic tu re  o f  what  i s  happen ing  in 
space .

Fel ic ia  Gooden:  You ’ve  shared  in 
o ther  in te rv iews  that  your  sa te l l i tes 
can  t rack  data  t ransmi t ted  outs ide 
o f  l ega l  bands .  Why  is  th is  capab i l i t y 
impor tant?

Phi l  R id ley :  One of  the  key  tech -
n iques  imp lemented  to  compl ica te 
space  domain  awareness  is  to  use 
RF  channe ls  that  a re  not  normal l y 
used  by  sate l l i tes  and  a re  there fore 
in f requent ly  mon i to red .  By  in tent ion -
a l l y  mov ing  t ransmiss ions  s l ight l y 
outs ide  o f f ic ia l  bands ,  i t  i s  poss ib le 
to  evade  a  sensor  that  i s  l i s ten ing  to 
normal  t ra f f ic  even  i f  i t  i s  accurate ly 
t rack ing  a  sate l l i te .  Quasar  Sense ’s 
capab i l i t i es  ‘ l i s ten ’  to  oute r  band  f re -
quenc ies  and  enhance  space  domain 
awareness  by  mak ing  the  undetecta -
b le  detectab le .

Fel ic ia  Gooden:  What  types  o f 
th reats  i s  the  USA fac ing  f rom a 
space  and  sate l l i te  perspect ive?

Phi l  R id ley :  Genera l l y  speak ing , 
there  a re  two  key  th reats  fac ing  the 
USA.  F i rs t l y ,  there  i s  the  ongo ing  ta r -
get ing  o f  th is  count ry ’s  space  assets 
by  adversar ia l  s ta tes .  Second ly ,  as 
an  ear l y  g loba l  l eader  in  space ,  there 
a re  many  legacy  systems s t i l l  i n  use . 
Wh i le  these  systems have  ser ved  the 
US  we l l  fo r  decades ,  i t  i s  impor tant 
to  rea l i ze  that  the  cur rent  th reat  sce -
nar io  and  capab i l i t i es  o f  our  enemies 
a re  comple te ly  d i f fe rent  and  br ing 
a  new d imens ion  o f  th reats  and  a 
sense  o f  u rgency  to  counter  them.

Fel ic ia  Gooden:  What  th reats  does 
adversar ia l  ac t i v i t y  in  the  space  do -
main  pose  to  the  USA ,  the  West ,  and 
F ive  Eye  member  nat ions? 

Phi l  R id ley :  Adversar ia l  s ta tes  w i th 

advanced  sate l -
l i te  capab i l i t i es 
a re  constant l y 
conduct ing  sur -
ve i l l ance  on  a l l i ed 
space  assets  to 
f ind  weaknesses 
and  potent ia l  vec -
to rs  fo r  ‘g rey  zone’ 
and  potent ia l  deg -
radat ion  and  de -
n ia l  scenar ios . 
The  US  and  i ts 
a l l i es  must  have 
the  most  com-
p le te  SDA capa-
b i l i t y  poss ib le  to 
combat  th is  par -
t i cu la r l y  because 

our  enemies  a re  constant l y  g row-
ing  the i r  space  and  sate l l i te  in te l l i -
gence  and  war fa re  capab i l i t i es .

Fel ic ia  Gooden:  Based  on  these 
cur rent  and  deve lop ing  th reats , 
what  was  the  impetus  to  deve lop  a 
d ig i ta l l y  def ined  phased  a r ray  anten -
na  so lu t ion?

Phi l  R id ley :  There  were  numerous 
factors .  I t  was  ev ident  that  a  mul t i -
beam fu l l y  d ig i ta l  phased  a r ray  was 
needed  that  cou ld  scan  and  ‘see’ 
l a rge  par ts  o f  the  sky  s imul taneous-
l y  and  detect  t ransmi t t ing  sate l l i tes , 
whether  t racked  or  unt racked .  There 
a lso  had  to  be  a  move  away  f rom the 
l im i ta t ions  posed  by  legacy  mechan-
ica l  s teer ing  sensors .  The  requ i re -
ment  to  detect  both  in -  and  out -o f -
band  t ransmiss ions  us ing  a  phased 
a r ray  w i th  a  b road  RF  f requency 
range  was  a lso  ev ident .  F ina l l y ,  a 

sys tem wi th  very  h igh  sens i t i v i t y  and 
fas t  s lewing  ab i l i t y  to  t rack  ob jec ts 
f rom suborb i ta l  to  GEO had  to  be 
deve loped  based  on  how our  adver -
sar ies  were  us ing  space  and  sate l -
l i tes .  Wi th  these  aspects  on  the  ‘ ra -
dar  screen ,’  the  Quasar  phased  a r ray 
was  des igned  us ing  a  comple te ly 
d i f fe rent  eng ineer ing  approach  to 
that  used  in  ‘ t yp ica l ’  a r rays .

Fel ic ia  Gooden:  What  benef i ts  wou ld 
the  US  Space  Force  der i ve  f rom 
these  capab i l i t i es?

Phi l  R id ley :  Hav ing  a  b road  sky , 
sens i t i ve ,  mu l t i -o rb i t ,  b roadband 
RF  SDA capab i l i t y  can  benef i t  the 
USSF in  severa l  ways .  F i rs t l y ,  h igh 
f ide l i t y  and  pat te rn -o f - l i fe  in forma-
t ion  can  be  p rov ided  fo r  t racked  and 
unt racked  ob jects ,  and  a t tempts  to 
degrade  or  deny  access  to  the  RF 
spect rum can  be  detected  qu ick ly . 
Second ly ,  w i th  the  r ight  automat ion , 
accurate  t ransmiss ion  s ignature 
data  can  be  gathered  on  a l l  ob jec ts 
in  the  sky ,  reduc ing  manua l  iden -
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C hief Master  Sgt .  of  the Space Force John F.  Bentiveg-
na highl ighted the accomplishments of  Guardians 
during his  keynote address,  concluding the Space 

t i f i ca t ion  work load  fo r  guard ians . 
F ina l l y ,  overa l l ,  the  USSF wou ld  be 
ab le  to  bet te r  manage  i ts  space 
r i sks  and  enhance  i ts  in te l l igence 
capab i l i t i es .

Fel ic ia  Gooden:  How wi l l  Quasar  be -
come a  complementary  techno logy 
or  capab i l i t y  to  radar  based  S IG INT 
compan ies?

Phi l  R id ley :  Quasar ’s  d ig i ta l  phased 
a r ray  techno logy  b r ings  a  new d i -
mens ion  o f  v is ib i l i t y  to  pass ive 
RF  SDA and  s igna ls  in te l l igence 
(S IG INT) .  Ins tead  of  re l y ing  on  d is -
t r ibuted  RF  sensors  across  the 
g lobe  w i th  vary ing  access ib i l i t y  and 
capab i l i t i es  requ i r ing  s ign i f i cant 
manua l  work  to  ident i fy  and  t rack 
sate l l i tes  us ing  evas ive  techn iques , 
one  Quasar  sys tem can  prov ide  r ich 
in format ion  on  ident i f i ca t ion  and  in -
tent .  I t  not  on ly  complements  radar 
and  o ther  sensors  that  do  not  cover 
the  sate l l i te  communicat ion  env i -
ronment  but  i s  a lso  ab le  to  defeat 
severa l  evas ion  techn iques .

Fel ic ia  Gooden:  Why  is  the  USA a 
core  ta rget  market  fo r  th is  capab i l i -
t y?

Phi l  R id ley :  The  US is  a  key  a l l y  o f 
Aust ra l ia ,  a  l eader  o f  the  f ree  wor ld , 
and  has  a  soph is t ica ted  and  la rge 
space  fo rce  and  S IG INT capab i l i t y . 
I t  i s  imperat i ve  that  the  USSF has 
access  to  the  best  techno log ies 
ava i lab le  to  be  a  s tep  ahead  of  i ts 
adversar ies  f rom an  of fens ive ,  de -
fens ive ,  and  in te l l igence  perspec -
t i ve .

Fel ic ia  Gooden:  What  co l laborat ion 
oppor tun i t ies  a re  there  in  the  fu ture , 
inc lud ing  expans ion  to  the  USA?

Phi l  R id ley :  Quasar  i s  se t t ing  up  a 
US  of f ice  in  2024 .  There  a re  many 
oppor tun i t ies  env isaged  fo r  co l lab -
ora t ion  a t  mu l t ip le  l eve ls  inc lud ing 
research ,  opera t ions  and  manufac -
tu r ing .  Under  the  AUKUS P i l l a r  I I , 
c r i t i ca l  techno log ies  and  new capa-
b i l i t i es  can  be  shared  amongst  key 
a l l i es  fo r  the  benef i t  o f  a l l .

CMSSF Highlights Space Force 
Achievements and Future Vision at 

Spacepower Conference

E D I T O R I A L

USSF Public Affairs

Amplifying the Guardian spirit ranges from healthy competition and skills development to quali-
ty recruitment and workforce development. The U.S. Space Force synthesizes intelligence anal-
ysis, cybersecurity, and space knowledge and skillsets to carefully cultivate an elite force of 
warfighters prepared to face unprecedented threats in multiple domains.

Chief Master Sgt. of the Space Force John F. Bentivegna boasts the accomplishments of Guardians during 
his keynote address at the Space Force Association’s two-day, inaugural Spacepower Conference in Orlando, 
Fla., Dec. 13, 2023. Bentivegna provided a glimpse into the intricacies of the U.S. Space Force’s recruitment, 
training and the unique character of its members. (U.S. Air Force photo by Tech. Sgt. William O’Brien)
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Integrated deterrence begins in space. L3Harris is protecting the nation from advanced missile threats with resilient, multilayered detection, identification and tracking solutions.
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Force  Assoc ia t ion’s  two-day ,  inau -
gura l  Spacepower  Conference .
Framing  h is  keynote  th rough  the 
lens  o f  Guard ians ’  journey ,  Ben-
t i vegna  prov ided  a  g l impse  in to  the 
in t r icac ies  o f  the  USSF ’s  recru i t -
ment ,  t ra in ing ,  and  the  un ique  char -
acte r  o f  i ts  members .  “ I t  i s  v i ta l l y 
impor tant  that  we  get  the  s tory  out 
about  who  we  are ,  what  we  do  as  a 
ser v ice  and  what  i t  means  to  be  a 
Guard ian ,”  he  sa id .

Bent ivegna  commended  the  Space 
Force’s  recru i tment  e f fo r ts ,  under -
scor ing  the i r  success  in  meet ing 
the  goa ls  se t  fo r  b r ing ing  in  new 
ta lent .  He  h igh l ighted  the  d is t inc t 
demograph ic  o f  ind iv idua ls  jo in ing 
the  Space  Force ,  w i th  an  average 
age  o f  jus t  over  22  years  and  8% 
fa l l ing  between  28  and  40  years 
o ld .  Notab ly ,  more  than  38 .9% a l -
ready  possess  some co l lege  educa-
t ion ,  showcas ing  a  h igh ly  educated 
poo l  o f  recru i ts .

“That ’s  the  characte r  o f  the  Guard -
ians  we  a re  b r ing ing  in  today ,”  he 
sa id .

Bent ivegna  emphas ized  the  impor -
tance  o f  characte r  and  pass ion  in 
potent ia l  Guard ians .  He  expressed 
conf idence  in  the  ab i l i t y  o f  the 
USSF to  t ra in  ind iv idua ls  who  em-
body  the  hear t  and  characte r  re -
qu i red  to  jo in  the  team.  The  cha l -
l enge ,  as  he  descr ibed  i t ,  l i es  in 
how to  measure  and  ident i fy  those 
w i th  the  r ight  characte r  across 
d iverse  communi t ies  and  back -
grounds .

Address ing  the  un ique  nature  o f 

Space  Force  t ra in ing ,  Bent ivegna 
spoke  about  the  ear l y  exposure  to 
the  USSF cu l tu re  dur ing  bas ic  mi l -
i ta ry  t ra in ing .  He  out l ined  the  c r i t -
i ca l  need  fo r  recru i ts  to  compre -
hend  the  s ign i f i cance  of  the  space 
domain ,  emphas iz ing  the  h is tor ica l 
contex t  and  the  evo lv ing  th reats 
that  make  the  USSF ’s  ro le  c ruc ia l  in 
nat iona l  defense .

“S ince  the  Space  Force  has  ex is ted , 
we  have  been  t rack ing  44 ,600 
ob jects  in  space—that ’s 
a  76% increase  in  four 
years  s ince  we  s ta r ted ,” 
he  emphas ized .  “That ’s 
the  domain  we  a re 
operat ing  in .  That ’s 
how fast  i t ’s  evo lv -
ing .  Wh ich  is  why 
we  have  to  evo lve 
what  we  expect  out 
o f  our  Guard ians 
and  how we  t ra in 
our  Guard ians .”

De lv ing  in to  the  spe -
c ia l i zed  t ra in ing  a r -
eas ,  Bent ivegna  h igh -
l ighted  the  USSF ’s  th ree 
p r imary  spec ia l t i es :  in te l 
opera t ions ,  cyber  operat ions , 
and  space  operat ions .  He  under -
scored  the  comprehens ive  t ra in ing 
that  each  Guard ian  undergoes ,  f rom 
in te l l igence  ana lys is  to  o f fens ive 
cyber  operat ions  and  space- re la ted 
exper t ise .

The  ch ie f  recogn ized  some ind iv idu -
a l  Guard ians ,  showcas ing  the i r  d i -
ve rse  ta lents  and  pass ions .  F rom a 
cyber  operat ions  spec ia l i s t  f luent  in 
Span ish  and  Eng l ish  to  a  space  op -

e ra tor  w i th  a  knack  fo r  woodwork -
ing  and  photography ,  the i r  s to r ies 
a imed to  humanize  the  Guard ians 
and  h igh l ight  the i r  mu l t i faceted 
sk i l l s .

“We as  Space  Force ,  as  Guard ians , 
never  fo rget  we ’ re  human be ings , ” 
Bent ivegna  sa id .  “We  are  not  re -
sources ,  we ’ re  not  spreadsheets . 
You  see  a  human be ing . ”

The  keynote  touched  upon  the 
USSF ’s  ro le  in  g reat  power 

compet i t ion ,  a l ign ing  w i th 
the  b roader  jo in t  f ight . 

“We  are  a  war f ight ing 
serv ice , ”  he  empha-
s ized .  “We are  a rm-
ing  Guard ians  w i th 
the  r ight  t ra in ing , 
the  r ight  mindset . . .
the  men and  wom-
en  who are  s i t t ing 
in  ops  f loors  a re 
be ing  p resented  to 

serv ice  components 
and  combatant  com-

mands  to  get  a f te r 
g reat  power  compet i -

t ion  and  be  par t  o f  the 
incred ib le  jo in t  f ight . ”

The  h ighest - rank ing  en l i s ted 
Guard ian  exp lo red  the  USSF ’s  e f -
fo r ts  to  manage  and  reward  ta l -
ent  w i th in  i ts  ranks .  Th is  inc luded 
d iscuss ions  on  promot ions ,  per -
fo rmance  measurement ,  compen-
sat ion  fo r  respons ib i l i t i es ,  and 
in i t ia t i ves  l i ke  the  Supra  Coder 
p rogram,  wh ich  c reates  homegrown 
cod ing  capab i l i t i es  fo r  Guard ians .
Bent ivegna  a lso  ca l led  fo r  the  con-
t inuous  ampl i f i ca t ion  o f  the  Guard -

ian  Sp i r i t ,  u rg ing  Guard ians  to  car ry 
the  sense  of  p r ide  and  camarade-
r ie  exper ienced  a t  events  l i ke  the 
f i rs t -ever  Guard ian  Arena ,  wh ich 
was  he ld  a t  Cape  Canavera l  Space 
Force  Sta t ion ,  F la . ,  Dec .  10 -11 .  
 
Guard ian  Arena  is  des igned  to  cha l -
l enge  Guard ians  in  the  sk i l l s  o f 
p rob lem so lv ing ,  knowledge ,  and 
phys ica l  s t rength ,  w i th  a  goa l  o f 
improv ing  camarader ie ,  i ns t i l l i ng 
espr i t  de  corps ,  and  prov id ing  an 
oppor tun i ty  to  operat iona l i ze  the 
Guard ian  Idea l  and  Guard ian  Sp i r i t 
i n  a  hea l thy  compet i t ion . 
 
“Ampl i fy ing  the  Guard ian  Sp i r i t  can -
not  happen  once  a  year .  I t  doesn ’ t 
s top  on  the  beaches  of  Cape  Canav -
e ra l , ”  Bent ivegna  sa id .  “You  have  to 
b r ing  that  back  to  your  o rgan iza -
t ions .  The  pr ide  and  joy  you  fe l t . . .
has  to  be  the  p r ide  and  joy  you  have 
every  s ing le  day  you  wa lk  in to  the 
o f f ice .  That  i s  ampl i fy ing  the  Guard -
ian  Sp i r i t . ” 
 
He  conc luded  by  u rg ing  Guard ians 
to  share  the i r  exper iences  and  the 
serv ice ’s  v is ion  w i th  indust ry  par t -
ners ,  communi t ies ,  Congress ,  and 
the  Amer ican  peop le . 
 
“A t  the  end  of  the  day ,  that  Guard i -
an  exper ience  in  add i t ion  to  a l l  the 
t ra in ing ,  a l l  the  investment ,  a l l  the 
oppor tun i t ies  in  the  ta lent  manage-
ment  i s  what  can  a l low us  a  serv ice 
to  successfu l l y  compete  in  compet i -
t i ve  endurance , ”  he  sa id .  “We ’ve  got 
to  keep  the  ta lent ;  we  have  to  s tay 
s t rong  together .  That ’s  what  i t ’ s 
about . ”



BlackStar Space Drones: A New 

Class of Satellites in a Newly 

Contested Domain

B
l ackStar  Orb i ta l ,  a  p i -
oneer ing  space  s ta r t -
up  in  reusab le  sate l -

l i te  techno logy ,  a t tended 
SFA ’s  inaugura l  Spacepower 
Conference  to  in t roduce  a 
new c lass  o f  eponymous-
l y  named spacecraf t .  I  met 
w i th  indust ry  peers  to  bu i ld 
b r idges  between  our  emerg -
ing  s ta r tup  and  the  newest 
b ranch  of  the  mi l i ta ry ,  the 
U .S .  Space  Force . 
Refer red  to  in te rna l l y  as 
a  “Space  Drone , ”  B lack -
Star ’ s  innovat ive  techno l -

Kit Carson
Co-Founder and CTO, BlackStar Orbital

The Spacepower Conference provided an avenue for new space to build relation-
ships with the new force. Innovative satellite ride-share technologies can promote 
a more efficient and secure space domain through hosted payloads and curbed 
proliferation of orbital debris.

R E F L E C T I V E  C O M M E N T A R Y
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Th is  in i t ia t i ve  p rov ided  an  unprecedented  exchange  on 
space  war fa re  and  s t ra teg ies  fo r  safeguard ing  nat iona l 
secur i t y . 

One  major  space  secur i t y  r i sk  i s  o rb i ta l  debr is ,  wh ich 
B lackStar  has  a  “No  Trash”  po l icy  fo r .  Reusab i l i t y  be -
came the  new pr ice  o f  admiss ion  to  the  market  as 
soon  as  SpaceX s ta r ted  land ing  rockets  l i ke  Buck  Rog-
ers .  In  more  recent  years ,  we ’ve  seen  orb i ta l  debr is 
data  match  up  w i th  Dona ld  Kess le r ’ s  s ta t is t ica l  p re -
d ic t ions ,  not  to  ment ion  the  unknown env i ronmenta l 
e f fec ts  o f  tu rn ing  tens  o f  thousands  of  sa te l l i tes  in to 

A luminum-fue led 
p lasma ins ide  o f  the 
upper  a tmosphere . 
We have  a  respon-
s ib i l i t y  to  be  good 
s tewards  o f  our 
p lanet  and  space .  

B lackStar ’ s  p la t fo rm 
of fe rs  an  except ion -
a l  va lue  p ropos i t ion 
fo r  the  rap id  capa-
b i l i t i es  por t ion  o f 
the  nat iona l  secur i t y 
miss ion .  Th is  pow-

er -dense  system is  a  sca lab le ,  modu la r ,  l aunch-agnos-
t ic  spacecraf t  that  can  rap id ly  dep loy  pay loads  to  ‘ i n -
te res t ing  o rb i ts . ’  Th is  new capab i l i t y  can  be  used  fo r  a 
var ie ty  o f  miss ion  p rof i l es  inc lud ing  Rap id  Unp lanned 
ISR ,  hosted/dep loyed  pay loads ,  mater ia l  sc ience ,  and 
zero -G  manufactur ing ,  a l l  l ead ing  to  a  rap id  re tu rn  sys -
tem.  These  tac t ica l l y  respons ive  so lu t ions  in  ve ry  low 
ear th  o rb i t  a re  not  read i l y  ava i lab le  to  the  ex tent  that 
B lackStar  o f fe rs ,  and  as  the  th reat  p rof i l e  evo lves  so 
w i l l  B lackStar  and  i ts  indust ry  peers ’  ab i l i t y  to  evo lve 
w i th  i t .

ogy  boasts  un ique  use  cases  inherent  to  f i e ld ing  the 
wor ld ’s  f i rs t  commerc ia l i zed  sate l l i te /spacep lane  hy -
br id  sys tem.  The  spacecraf t  i s  a  ve rsat i l e  new c lass  o f 
sa te l l i te  that  b r ings  a  la rge  number  o f  capab i l i t i es  in 
a  smal l  package ,  redef in ing  what  a  sate l l i te  can  do  by 
redef in ing  what  a  sate l l i te  can  be .  The  B lackStar  Space 
Drone  was  des igned  fo r  the  government  customer  w i th 
rap id - response  capab i l i t i es ,  un ique  dens i ty/vo lume 
characte r is t ics ,  and  rap id  reusab i l i t y  a t  the  fo re f ront . 

The  conference ’s  s ign i f i cance  and  i ts  ro le  in  fo rg ing 
connect ions  between  the  Space  War f ighte r  and  the 
Space  Indust ry  i s  laudab le .  In  the  contex t  o f  a  new 
era  marked  by  g reat  power  compet i t ion  and  near -peer 
th reats ,  the  exchange  of  ideas  and  synerg ies  cannot 
be  emphas ized  enough .  B lackStar ’ s  p lanned  inaugura l 
f l igh t ,  schedu led  fo r  Q4  2025 ,  w i l l  be  a  v i ta l  mi les tone 

a l lowing  the  Space  Force  to  w i tness  the  B lackStar -C 
Space  Drone  embark  on  i ts  f i rs t  space- fa r ing  miss ion , 
p rope l l ing  in to  o rb i t  on  a  Phantom Space  Daytona 
Launch  Veh ic le .

The  work  done  a t  th is  conference  was  impor tant  work 
that  had  to  be  done .  I  cannot  say  enough  good  th ings 
about  the  SFA for  put t ing  th is  together .  Nowhere  e lse 
on  the  g lobe  in  the  h is tory  o f  space  exp lo ra t ion  has 
there  ever  been  th is  type  o f  exchange  on  th is  sca le . 

R E F L E C T I V E  C O M M E N T A R Y R E F L E C T I V E  C O M M E N T A R Y
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Top USSF Leaders Discuss the Space Force of 2030

E D I T O R I A L

The U.S. Space Force must move at the speed of adversarial threats to gain ground in strategic competition with Russia and China. 
USSF leaders discussed their vision and strategic plan for an agile and fast-moving force. Through workforce development and a cul-
ture of innovation, the Space Force can fulfill the goal of building a more secure and sustainable world by 2030.

A t r io  o f  Depar tment  o f  the  A i r 
Force  sen ior  l eaders  d iscussed 
the i r  v iews  on  the  Space 

Force  o f  2030  dur ing  the  inaugura l 
Spacepower  Conference .  The  pane l 
inc luded  Maj .  Gen .  Shawn Brat ton , 
cur rent l y  the  spec ia l  ass is tant  to 
the  Ch ie f  o f  Space  Operat ions ;  L t . 
Gen .  S tephen  Whi t ing ,  commander 
o f  Space  Operat ions  Command ;  and 
Ch ie f  Master  Sgt .  Jacob  S immons , 
the  command sen ior  en l i s ted  leader 
o f  U .S .  Space  Command.

The  Space  Force  ce lebra ted  i ts 

four th  ann iversary  Dec .  20  and  has 
been  laser - focused  on  bu i ld ing  i ts 
s t ructures  and  organ izat ions  wh i le 
cont inu ing  to  bo ls te r  secur i t y  in  the 
space  domain  –  someth ing  the  pan-
e l  emphas ized  is  needed  to  main ta in 
momentum to  p ro jec t  power  in to  the 
fu ture .

Add i t iona l l y ,  the  t r io  d iscussed  ways 
the  fo rce  w i l l  cont inue  to  o rgan ize , 
t ra in ,  and  equ ip  Guard ians  fo r  an  un -
cer ta in  fu ture  war f ight ing  landscape . 
The  concerns  w i th  ever -p resent  and 
cons is tent  advancement  o f  space-

E D I T O R I A L

Staff Sgt. Adam R. Shanks, USSF Public affairs

based  capab i l i -
t i es  by  s t ra teg ic 
compet i to rs  have 
ex is ted  s ince  be -
fo re  the  U .S .  es -
tab l i shed  a  Space 
Force .  To  meet 
these  cha l lenges , 
S immons  urged 
Guard ians  to  keep 
mov ing  fas t  but 
to  move  w i th  “a 
sense  o f  purpose 
w i th  that  speed . ”
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From Milspouse to Space Support, Trust Will 
Lead the Way Forward

The U.S. Space Force faces unique challenges that require careful cultivation and nur-
turing of strategic partnerships and relationships built on a bedrock of trust. Milspous-
es and women in space have a strategic advantage in facilitating the successful devel-
opment of these relationships while driving results.

KAren Lawrie

Spaecepower volunteer,

Director of marketing and 

communications, giuseppe space

Whi t ing  added  that  the  Space  Force  must  move  a t 
the  “speed  of  the  th reats  i t  faces . ”
Throughout  the  pane l ,  the  th ree  leaders  recogn ized 
that  Guard ians  shou ld  co l laborate  w i th  indust ry 
par tners  and  a l l i es  to  be  postured  to  w in .
The  resound ing  tone  o f  the  d iscuss ion  was  that  the 
fu ture  remains  uncer ta in  due  to  how qu ick ly  the 
space  domain  evo lves  and  new capab i l i t i es  a re  in -
t roduced ,  f i e lded ,  and  u t i l i zed  g loba l l y .  To  combat 
th is ,  B ra t ton  exp la ined  that  there ’s  a  need  to  deve l -
op  imag inat ion  and  cur ios i ty  to  a id  in  fo recast ing 
the  fu ture  o f  the  space  domain .

“ I f  there  were  a  f i f th  ‘C ’  in  our  Guard ian  Va lues ,  I 
wou ld  lobby  fo r  ‘ cur ios i ty , ’ ”  B ra t ton  sa id .  “When  we 
ta lk  about  th ink ing  outs ide  the  box ,  cur ios i ty  i s  the 
th ing  that  i s  go ing  to  get  the  Space  Force  th rough 
a l l  these  unknowns . ”

Whi le  2030  is  on ly  s ix  years  away ,  the  pane l  as -
sured  the  c rowd of  Guard ians  that  the  Space  Force 
w i l l  cont inue  to  adapt ,  de fend ,  and  s t rengthen  capa-
b i l i t i es  in  the  space  domain .

Write for Us!
SFA Magazine is always looking for compelling content to drive 
the discussion around the future of the national space enter-
prise! Our standards are high, our guidelines are thorough, and 
our quarterly themes are unique and compelling.

Reach out to our Editor-in-Chief, Felicia S. C. Gooden to grab 
details on the theme for the next issue and a copy of our 

editiorial guidelines!

REACH OUT NOW!

T he  Dec .  15 ,  2023  head l ine 
was  t r iumphant…   “USS-
PACECOM commander  de -

c la res  Fu l l  Operat iona l  Capab i l -
i t y . ”   Th is  announcement  came 
on  the  hee ls  o f  one  o f  the  most 
th r i l l i ng  events  I  have  had  the 
oppor tun i ty  to  exper ience !  I  nev -
e r  imag ined  that  I  wou ld  have 
the  honor  to  vo lunteer  a t  the 
Space  Force  Assoc ia t ion ’s  inau -
gura l  Spacepower  Conference  in 
Or lando ,  F lo r ida ,  much  less  get 
invo lved  in  the  space  indust ry  a t 
a l l .  Be ing  in  the  p resence  of  and 
l i s ten ing  to  today ’s  v is ionar ies 
such  as  Genera ls  Chance  Sa l tz -
man and  Stephen  Whi t ing  was 

a  p r i v i l ege  as  a  re la t i ve ly  new 
member  and  fan  o f  the  space 
communi ty .  The  knowledge  and 
exper t ise  o f  the  thousands  of 
space  profess iona ls  in  the  room 
were  insp i r ing ,  but  i t  was  made 
c lear  that  there  a re  many  t r ia ls 
ahead .  F rom Giuseppe  Space ’s 
own Br igad ie r  Genera l  (Ret ) 
Ron  Hunt ley ,  who  remains  a 
cher ished  and  respected  lead-
e r  in  the  space  indust ry ,  to  the 
myr iad  o f  Guard ians  and  space 
profess iona ls  work ing  together 
to  advance  the  in te rests  o f  our 
nat ion ,  i t s  par tners ,  and  a l l i es , 
we  a re  par t  o f  a  team forg ing 
the  path  o f  our  nat ion ’s  defense , 

https://attendspacepower.com/contact/
https://ussfa.org/join/
mailto:felicia.gooden%40ussfa.org?subject=SFA%20Magazine%20Contributor%20Request
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ensur ing  a  b r ighte r  fu ture .

As  the  D i rec tor  o f  Market ing  and 
Communicat ion  fo r  G iuseppe 
Space ,  I  have  deep  respect  and 
apprec ia t ion  fo r  the  immense 
cha l lenges  fac ing  the  space 
indust ry  and  i ts  l eaders .  As  the 
mother  o f  two  USAFA Ast ro  En -
g ineers ,  I  admi re  the  d i f f i cu l t i es 
o f  the  space  domain  th rough 
the i r  hard  work  and  ded icat ion 
in  a  cha l leng ing  degree  p ro -
gram.  Greater  exposure  has 
a l lowed  me to  apprec ia te  the 
immense  s t r ides  we  have  taken 
as  a  nat ion  in  advanc ing  our  ca -
pab i l i t i es  in  th is  harsh  and  un -
fo rg iv ing  env i ronment ,  and  spe -
c i f i ca l l y ,  the  ro le  women have 
p layed  in  th is  c r i t i ca l  f i e ld .  As 
Isaac  Newton  famous ly  a l lud -
ed  to ,  “We  s tand  on  the  shou l -
ders  o f  G iants . ”  F rom Kather ine 
Johnson  to  Sa l l y  R ide ,  women 
have  had  an  inde l ib le  ro le  in  the 
advancement  o f  the  unders tand-
ing  o f  the  space  domain .  I  know 
f rom my 26  years  as  a  mi l i ta ry 
spouse ,  that  I  have  a  c r i t i ca l 
ro le  to  p lay .  

My  exper ience  has  taught  me 
that  re la t ionsh ips  bu i l t  on  t rus t 
and  shared  exper ience  a re  pow-
er fu l .  A  w i l l i ngness  to  serve  and 
sacr i f i ce  a re  un i fy ing  t ra i ts  that 
a re  common in  the  space  and 
defense  communi t ies .  As  a  fo r -
mer  mi l i ta ry  spouse ,  I  have  been 
in  the  t renches  w i th  fami l i es 
dur ing  some dark  and  d i f f i cu l t 
t imes .  The  ab i l i t y  to  ident i fy  a r -

eas  where  I  cou ld  suppor t  a  mi l -
i ta ry  fami ly  in  need  or  c r is is  l ed 
to  smal l  sacr i f i ces  that  o f ten  re -
su l ted  in  s t ronger  re la t ionsh ips 
bu i l t  on  t rus t .  Re la t ionsh ips 
bu i l t  on  t rus t  w i l l  be  requ i red 
to  tack le  the  cha l lenges  fac ing 
our  nat ion  in  the  space  domain . 
A t  the  Spacepower  Conference , 
i t  was  made  apparent  that  the 
Space  Force  is  fac ing  a  mul t i -
tude  o f  cha l lenges  that  demand 
co l laborat i ve  e f fo r ts .  Some 
cha l lenges  may  resemble  an 
“a l l -hands”  approach  to  ensure 
our  dominance .  My  ro le ,  as  par t 
o f  a  team wi th  decades  of  expe -
r ience  in  space  systems eng i -
neer ing  and  space  domain  oper -
a t ions ,  i s  to  connect  and  br idge 
the  gap  to  suppor t   techn ica l 
needs ,  remove  hurd les ,  and  re -
so lve   immedia te  war f ight ing 
requ i rements ,  so  our  nat ion ’s 
fu ture  w i l l  be  s t ronger .

Space Necessities: Partnering to Win

USSF Public Affairs

Part of the U.S. Space Force’s core mission is to help humanity become a spacefaring species 
and protect the peaceful uses of outer space. SPACEFOREUR-AF and USSPACEFOR-INDOPAC 
are two component commands bringing the vision to life.

Lt. Col. Tony Puleo, U.S. Space Forces - Central Command Resources and Requirements chief, Col. Max Lantz, U.S. 
Space Forces - Europe and Africa commander, Brig. Gen. Anthony Mastalir, U.S. Space Forces Indo-Pacific commander, 
Lt. Gen. Douglas Schiess, U.S. Space Forces - Space commander, and Deanna Ryals, Space Systems Command Inter-
national Affairs director, discuss how U.S. Space Force components interact with their counterparts in allied countries 
during the partner to win panel at the first Space Force Association’s Spacepower Conference in Orlando, Fla. Dec. 12-
13, 2023. (U.S. Air Force photo by William A. O’Brien)

D uring the  f i rs t  Space  Force  Assoc iat ion ’s  Spacepower  Conference , 
representat ives  f rom four  U .S .  Space  Force  component  commands 
d iscussed  how USSF components  in teract  w i th  the i r  counterpar ts 

in  a l l ied  countr ies .

The  pane l ,  moderated  by  Deanna  Rya ls ,  Space  Systems Command In te rna -
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t iona l  A f fa i rs  d i rec tor ,  i nc luded 
L t .  Gen .  Doug las  Sch iess ,  U .S . 
Space  Forces  -  Space  command-
er ,  B r ig .  Gen .  Anthony  Masta l i r , 
U .S .  Space  Forces  Indo-Pac i f -
i c  commander ,  Co l .  Max  Lantz , 
U .S .  Space  Forces  –  Europe  and 
Af r ica  commander ,  and  L t .  Co l . 
Tony  Pu leo ,  U .S .  Space  Forc -
es  –  Cent ra l  Command ch ie f  o f 
Resources  and  Requ i rements . 
“Our  co l lec t i ve  miss ion  in  space 
requ i res  a  mul t i faceted  under -
s tand ing  o f  the  USSF ’s  and  our 
a l l i es ’  needs  and  capab i l i t i es 
–  and  where  both  meet ,  over -
lap  and  synerg ize , ”  Rya ls  sa id 
dur ing  her  in t roductory  remarks . 
“The  ab i l i t y  to  l everage  a l l i es 
and  par tnersh ips  fo r  in tegra ted 
dete r rence  is  an  asymmetr ica l 
advantage  our  adversar ies  don ’ t 
have . ”

Dur ing  the  past  year ,  the  Space 
Force  has  been  act i va t ing  USSF 
serv ice  components  to  combat -
ant  commands  to  in tegra te  a t 
the  component  l eve l  and  prov ide 
every  combatant  commander  an 
organ ic  space  p lann ing  and  em-
p loyment  exper t ise  that  can  co l -
laborate  w i th  a l l i es  and  par tners 
and  prov ide  space  command 
and  cont ro l  focused  on  the  war -
f ight ing  needs  of  the  jo in t  fo rce 
commander .

Th is  o rgan izat iona l  change  pro -
v ides  c la r i t y  to  command re la -
t ionsh ips ,  ro les ,  and  respons ib i l -
i t i es  to  bet te r  p repare  the  Space 
Force  to  respond  to  th reats 

a round  the  wor ld .
“We know that  there  a re  r i s -
ing  th reats  f rom other  nat ion -
a l  p layers  a round  the  wor ld , ” 

Sch iess  sa id .  “As  the  space 
domain  becomes more  compet -
i t i ve ,  we  need  to  cont inue  to 
meet  and  work  w i th  our  a l l i es 
so  that  our  adversar ies  wake  up 
every  day  and  say ,  ‘ today  is  not 
the  day . ’ ”

The  s tand  up  o f  space  compo-
nent  commands  to  geograph-
ic  combatant  commands  a lso 
g ives  Space  Forces  the  oppor tu -
n i ty  to  be  de l ibera te  in  bu i ld ing 
new par tnersh ips .

“ In  our  AOR [a rea  o f  respons ib i l -
i t y ] ,  many  o f  our  par tners  want 
to  be  space- fa r ing  nat ions ,  and 
we  want  SPACECENT to  be  the 

o rgan izat ion  he lp ing  them do 
that , ”  Pu leo  sa id .  “We  want  to 
avo id  a  gap  because  we  know 
who wi l l  f i l l  i t .  Engagement  i s 
one  o f  our  p r imary  goa ls . ”

A l though  space  component 
commands  on ly  s ta r ted  s tand-
ing  up  about  a  year  ago ,  there 
i s  a  long  h is tory  o f  space  sup-
por t  to  these  theaters .  “We  jus t 
l eve led  up , ”  Lantz  sa id .  “The 
U .S .  has  been  very  successfu l 
fo r  decades  on  s t ra teg ic  space 
capab i l i t i es  and  now we ’ re  s ig -

na l ing  to  our  adversar ies  that 
we  a re  invest ing  in  operat iona l 
space  capab i l i t y  in to  the  theat -
e rs . ”

Throughout  the  d iscuss ion ,  the 
pane l  members  a l l  emphas ized 
the  impor tance  of  space  in  the 
face  o f  inc reased  g loba l  th reats . 
“Manag ing  compet i t ion  and  pre -
serv ing  a  f ree  and  open  Indo-Pa-
c i f i c  requ i res  c lose  a t tent ion 
every  s ing le  day , ”  Masta l i r  sa id . 
“The  sense  of  u rgency  to  make 
sure  that  we ’ re  ready  and  that 
space  is  ready  is  a t  an  a l l - t ime 
h igh . ”

Space  read iness  is  not  some-
th ing  that  the  U .S .  can  do  a lone . 
I t  i s  a  combined  e f fo r t  that 
inc ludes  our  a l l i ed  nat ions , 
commerc ia l  par tners ,  and  jo in t 
fo rce .  “By  cont inu ing  to  increase 
our  jo in t  in tegra t ion  w i th in  the 
operat ions  centers  w i th  our 
par tners  and  a l l i es ,  we  w i l l  have 
the  advantage  that  we  need  to 
main ta in  a  peacefu l  footpr in t 
in  space  operat ions , ”  Sch iess 
sa id .  “ I t ’ s  not  jus t  how we  work 
together ;  i t ’ s  how we  work  w i th 
our  commerc ia l  par tners  and 
how we  work  w i th  our  jo in t  par t -
ners . ”
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Call for Volunteers!

The SFA is a success because of its formidable volunteers. Our non-
profit organization is appreciative of every volunteer as our combined 
expertise is a quilt of excellence and dedication.  

If you would like to be part of the Space Force Association’s volunteer 
network, please email Diane Ward, Director of Volunteer Support at 
Diane.Ward@ussfa.org to discuss how your unique skills can help pro-
pel SFA forward. We need volunteers with all types of skills: contact us 
today to begin a rewarding volunteer opportunity!

by Diane Ward

A  C A L L  T O  S E R V I C E A  C A L L  T O  S E R V I C E

mailto:Diane.Ward%40ussfa.org%20?subject=
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“The  Johns  Hopk ins  Un ivers i ty  App l ied  Phys ics  Laboratory  was 
th r i l l ed  to  be  a  par t  o f  the  inaugura l  Space  Power  Conference  to 
share  techno logy  ideas ,  space  operat ions ,  and  o ther  successes 
w i th  top  Space  Force  leadersh ip  and  ind iv idua l  en l i s ted  Guard ians 
in  a  way  that  doesn ’ t  ex is t  a t  any  o ther  conference , ”  sa id  Dr .  Pat -
r i ck  B inn ing ,  Nat iona l  Secur i t y  Space  Miss ion  Area  Execut ive  a t 
APL .  “What  we  a re  ta lk ing  about  here  a re  the  c r i t i ca l  cha l lenges 
we  are  a l l  fac ing  in  the  space  domain— wh ich is  someth ing 
APL  is  work ing  on  every  day  w i th  the  Space 
Force . ”

	
“What  rea l l y  s tuck  out  to  me was  the 
leve l  o f  exc i tement  and  c rowds  that  en -
gaged  w i th  us  a t  our  booth , ”  exp la ined 
B inn ing ,  who  is  a lso  the  Program Cha i r 

o f  Space  Systems Eng ineer ing  in  JHU ’s 
Whi t ing  Schoo l  o f  Eng ineer ing .  “We had  the  oppor tu -

n i ty  to  speak  d i rec t l y  w i th  young  Guard ians  about  the  Space 
Force  par tnersh ip  w i th  JHU ’s  Schoo l  o f  Advanced  In te rna -
t iona l  S tud ies  fo r  the i r  USSF Profess iona l  Mi l i ta ry  Educat ion 
p rogram.  That  p rogram,  a long  w i th  the  JHU Space  Systems 
Eng ineer ing  master ’ s  degree  a re  c r i t i ca l  educat ion  oppor -
tun i t i es  w i th  our  Space  Force  par tners  and  Johns  Hopk ins 
Un ivers i ty  i s  p roud  to  suppor t  them. ”

The Spacepower Conference: Where Research and Defense Combine

The Spacepower Conference offered multitudes of opportunities for connection and collaboration, setting 
the tone for a series of fortunate events that are nothing less than cosmically aligned. Research institu-

tions were present, ready to collaborate with Guardians on the future of safeguarding Earth 
from space-based threats.
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Step into the Guardian Arena

John E. Ayre, USSF Public Affairs

Healthy competition builds character, strength, and fortitude. The Guardian Arena challenged 
Guardians and civilians alike to engage in teamwork and develop personal perseverance to 
achieve a common goal. 

U.S. Space Force Chief of Space Operations Gen. Chance Saltzman and Chief Master Sgt. of the Space Force John 
Bentivegna pose with the Guardian Arena winning team, Team Great Eight from Delta 8, at the Space Force Association 
Spacepower Conference in Orlando, Fla., Dec. 12. From left: Saltzman, 1st Lt. Stephen Brown, Royal Australian Navy Lt. 
Angus Gaudry, 1st Lt. Sara Burton, Dillan Paschall, Capt. Alexander Colla and Bentivegna. (U.S. Air Force photo by Staff 
Sgt. Adam Shanks)

O ne  hundred  Guard ians ,  A i rmen ,  c i v i l i ans ,  and  in te rnat iona l  par tners 
took  one  smal l  s tep  and  one  g iant  l eap  dur ing  the  inaugura l  Guard i -
an  Arena  a t  Cape  Canavera l  Space  Force  Sta t ion ,  F la .

Guard ian  Arena  is  a  h is tory  mak ing ,  two-day  event ,  cons is t ing  o f  11  s ta -
t ions  that  cha l lenge  par t ic ipants ,  who  were  b roken  up  in to  teams ,  in  the 
sk i l l s  o f  p rob lem so lv ing ,  knowledge ,  and  phys ica l  s t rength  to  improve 
camarader ie ,  i ns t i l l  espr i t  de  corps ,  and  prov ide  an  oppor tun i ty  to  opera -
t iona l i ze  the  Guard ian  Idea l  and  Guard ian  Sp i r i t  i n  a  hea l thy  compet i t ion .

“Today  as  you  s tep  onto  the  f ie ld 
o f  p lay ,  i t ’ s  go ing  to  be  d i f f i cu l t ; 
i t ’ s  go ing  to  be  tough .  Guard ian 
Arena  was  meant  to  cha l lenge  you 
as  a  team, ”  sa id  Ch ie f  Master  Sgt . 
o f  the  Space  Force  John  F .  Ben-
t i vegna  dur ing  open ing  remarks . 
“Unders tand  the  s t rengths  you 
each  have ,  th ink  c r i t i ca l l y ,  and 
ampl i fy  the  Guard ian  Sp i r i t . ”
 	  	  
Twenty  teams represent ing  in -
d iv idua l  f i e ld  commands ,  space 
base  de l tas ,  space  launch  de l tas , 
and  space  de l tas  pushed  head- to -
head  to  see  the i r  team come out 
on  top .

“As  a  b rand-new serv ice ,  we ’ re 
mak ing  h is tory ”  sa id  Bent ivegna . 
“Make  no  mis take  about  i t ,  today 
you  a re  mak ing  h is tory .  You  a re 
se t t ing  a  foundat ion  fo r  Guard ian 
Arenas  that  w i l l  come year  a f te r 
year . ”

Ch ie f  o f  Space  Operat ions  U .S . 
Space  Force  Gen .  Chance  Sa l tz -
man a long  w i th  Bent ivegna  an -
nounced  the  Guard ian  Arena 
w inn ing  teams dur ing  a  keynote 
speech  a t  the  Space  Force  Asso-
c ia t ion  Spacepower  Conference .

The  w inners :
1s t  –  De l ta  8  “The  Great  E ight ”
2nd  –  De l ta  13  “The  Lucky  13s”
3rd  –  De l ta  4  “Ocu lus  Mund i ”

Guard ians  re ly  on  the i r  charac -
te r  and  connect ion  w i th  fe l low 
Guard ians  in  pursu i t  o f  the  Space 
Force  miss ion  w i th  commitment 
and  courage .  “When  you  were 
faced  w i th  the  cha l lenges  you 
were  commit ted  to  f in ish ing  a l l  11 
g rue l ing  s ta t ions . ”  sa id  Bent iveg -
na  “You  made  connect ions  every 
s tep  o f  the  way ,  wh ich  underp ins 
every th ing  we  do .  You  ampl i fy  the 
characte r  o f  the  Guard ian  Sp i r i t . ”

As  the  Space  Force  cont inues 
to  g row and  evo lve ,  bu i ld ing  i ts 
un ique  cu l tu re  and  ident i t y  in  the 
p rocess ,  Guard ian  Arena  re f lec ts 
that  evo lu t ion  and  serves  as  a 
p la t fo rm to  bu i ld  a  bond  in  the 
pursu i t  o f  secur i t y  in  the  space 
domain .
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The Creator League
Learn. Create. Compete.

The Creator League is a workforce 
development program and competi-
tion for DoD personnel, veterans and 
their families. The initiative offers an 
online training curriculum for novice 
and advanced software developers. 
Additionally, The Creator League 
hosts virtual competitions for begin-
ner and experienced developers to 
earn industry standard certifications.

Eligibility: All DoD personnel, veterans 
and their families 

Join the community for the latest news, 
announcements and collaborate with Creators!

JOIN THE DISCORD!

Beyond the Horizon, Within Reach

Building an organization from the group up is exhilarating, and watching that organization 
grow is transformative. At the inaugural Spacepower conference, bold threats were discussed, 
and bold solutions were shared, creating a space for government and industry to come togeth-
er to usher in the next phase of growth for the U.S. Space Force.

Mike Wasson, VP and General Manager, 

COMSPOC

T here’s  someth ing  to  be  sa id 
about  be ing  f i rs t  –  on  the 
g round  f loor  o f  someth ing 

great  —  in  the  spot l ight  o f  inno-
vat ion  –  the  d is ruptor.  COMSPOC 
is  that  company  when  i t  comes 
to  mak ing  sense  of  what  you  a re 
sens ing  in  space . 

COMSPOC was  honored  to  par t ic -
ipa te  in  the  Space  Force  Assoc ia -
t ion ’s  (SFA)  inaugura l  Spacepower 
Conference  as  a  char te r  member 
o f  SFA and  w i tness ing ,  f i rs t -hand , 
the  exponent ia l  g rowth  o f  the  new 
Space  Force  serv ice .  Another  no -
tab le  f i rs t :  the  conference  brought 
together  a  d ive rse ,  h igh ly -mot iva t -
ed  g roup  of  exper ts  –  we l l  beyond 
t rad i t iona l  conference  a t tendees 
–  a t t rac t ing  F lag  o f f ice rs  and  sen-
io r  government  c iv i l i an  o f f ic ia ls . 
We  met  key  dec is ion -makers  who 
are  d r i v ing  po l icy  and  regu la to -

ry  dec is ions  that  w i l l  de te rmine 
the  potent ia l  o f  the  space  econo-
my.  I t  was  a lso  incred ib ly  insp i r -
ing  to  meet  so  many  Guard ians 
who brought  enthus iasm,  d r i ve , 
and  a  keen  unders tand ing  o f  the 
impor tance  of  inc reas ing  safe ty 
and  susta inab i l i t y  to  democrat ize 
space  fo r  humank ind . 

We were  honored  to  par t ic ipate  in 
a  pane l  d iscuss ion  on  how read i l y 
ava i lab le  commerc ia l  Space  S i tua -
t iona l  Awareness  and  Space  Traf -
f i c  Management  techno log ies  can 
enhance  ex is t ing  and  p lanned  gov -
e rnment  Space  Domain  Awareness 
capab i l i t i es .  Le t ’ s  be  honest ,  de -
ve lop ing  sof tware  i s  not  the  DoD ’s 
a rea  o f  exper t ise ,  nor  shou ld  i t 
be .  We  do  that ,  and  we  do  i t  we l l . 
The  conversat ion  was  provocat ive 
w i th  quest ions  about  the  oppor tu -
n i t i es ,  cha l lenges ,  and  rea l i t i es  o f 

https://discord.com/invite/TQnVUQh48Uhttp://
https://ussfa.org/join/
https://discord.com/invite/TQnVUQh48U


42 43

R E F L E C T I V E  C O M M E N T A R Y A W A R D S  A N N O U N C E E N T

do ing  bus iness  w i th  the  pub l ic  sec -
to r .  The  conc lus ions  suppor ted  what 
we ’ve  been  say ing :  there ’s  a  c r i t i ca l 
need  fo r  a  to ta l  team approach  to 
space  innovat ion  in  today ’s  h igh ly 
charged  and  fas t -paced  env i ronment , 

and  commerc ia l  i s  the  corners tone 
to  mak ing  th is  a  rea l i t y . 

Space  is  c rowded  and  growing  more 
congested  each  day .  Wi th  th is  ex -
pans ion  comes  th reats  –  cons idera -
b le  th reats .  A t  COMSPOC,  we  be l ieve 
that  bo ld  th reats  requ i re  bo ld  so lu -
t ions .  We estab l ished  the  f i rs t -ever 
commerc ia l  Operat ions  Center  in 
2014  and  cont inue  to  suppor t  gov -
e rnments  and  operators  a round  the 
g lobe  w i th  the  best - in -c lass  Space 
S i tuat iona l  Awareness  and  Space 
Traf f ic  Management  techno log ies . 
Our  miss ion -c r i t i ca l  Space  Domain 

Awareness  too ls  and  serv ices  a re 
modern ,  h igh ly  accurate ,  and  sca l -
ab le  a t  one - tenth  the  cost  and  one -
tenth  the  la tency .  We unders tand 
the  c r i t i ca l  need  fo r  f l ex ib i l i t y  and 
accuracy  and  of fe r  tu rn -key  sof tware 

so lu t ions  that 
a re  ava i lab le 
on -premises  or 
in  the  c loud .

As  a  re t i red 
Co lone l  o f  the 
A i r  Force ,  I  am 
proud  of  my 
serv ice  to  my 
count ry .  I ’m 
fo r tunate  to  be 
ab le  to  expand 
my commitment 
and  re in force 
the  core  va lues 
o f  the  A i r  Force 
th rough  my 
cur rent  l ead -
e rsh ip  ro le  a t 
COMSPOC and 
invo lvement  in 
SFA. 

COMSPOC looks  fo rward  to  expand-
ing  our  par tnersh ip  w i th  SFA as  the 
o rgan izat ion  g rows and  cont inues 
to  p rov ide  a  fo rum for  government , 
bus iness ,  and  o ther  key  s takeho lders 
to  share  d ive rse  ideas  that  w i l l  de -
f ine  nat iona l  spacepower  and  bu i ld  a 
Space  Force  capab le  o f  ach iev ing  i t . 

Happy  4 th  ann iversary ,  SFA.  Onward 
to  a  successfu l  2024 . 

Honoring Service and Innovation: 
Spacepower Awards Dinner

SFA Staff

The  Space  Force  Assoc ia t ion  he ld  i ts  inaugura l  Spacepower 
awards  d inner  acknowledg ing  cont r ibut ions  to  the  p rogres -
s ion  o f  the  space  domain  f rom key  p layers  in  indust ry ,  gov -
e rnment ,  academia ,  and  the  USSF.  The  d inner  was  an  amaz-
ing  event  f i l l ed  w i th  humor,  camarader ie ,  and  great  mus ic . 
The  w inners  a re  l i s ted  be low:

Engineer ing  and  Space  Technology
Dr.  L isa  Costa

Legacy  Award
Representat i ve  Mike  Rogers ,  Legacy  Award  fo r  the 
Advancement  o f  Space  Power

Representat i ve  J im Cooper,  Legacy  Award  fo r  the 
Advancement  o f  Space  Power

Representat i ve  Br ian  Bab in ,  Legacy  Award  fo r  the 
Advancement  o f  Space  Power

Representat i ve  Don  Bacon ,  Legacy  Award  fo r  the 
Advancement  o f  Space  Power

Space  Force  Assoc iat ion  Innovat ion  Award
Dr.  Derek  Tournear

Advancing  Human Presence  in  the  Space  Domain
Jared  Isaacman

Spacepower  V is ionary  Leadersh ip  Award
Genera l  B .  Chance  Sa l tzman
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T H A N K S  A G A I N ! S E E  Y O U  I N  D E C E M B E R !

An amazing event for amazing people in an amazing place.

Thank you to all who attended SFA’s inaugural 
spacepower conference.

We look forward to making more memories!

www.ussfa.org

http://www.ussfa.org
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USSFA.org

Official Conference Partners

SFA is proud to align ourselves with top industry sponsors for the launch of our inaugural 
conference. These partnerships are contributing to the production of an unforgettable 
experience; one that will turn into the new “must attend” annual space industry event.


